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HE Tranſlator having had nothing 

in View, in the Publication of 

the enſuing Piece, but the Welfare of 
Mankind, thinks it needleſs to ſay much 
about it. i) 
If any ſhould charge him with Want 
of Elegance in the Stile or Expreſſion, 
it may blunt the Edge of their Cenſure 
to be informed he is no Author by Pro- 
feflion, but a Tradeſman, from whom 


ſuch Exactneſs cannot reaſonably. be ex- 


pected. And, as 'tis his Judgment that 
this is of little Concernment, ſo he hath 
been little ſollicitous- about it; endea- 


vouring only to render his Author's Sen- 


timents in their full Strength. 


It may not be amiſs to obſerve, that 


no Tranſlator being anſwerable for the 
A 5 Truth 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


Troth of every Part of the Work he 
tranſlates, ſo if there ſhould be any Thing 


in this contrary to the Reader's Principles, 


tis hoped, it will not be charged on the | 


Tranſlator. This is ſaid with a View 
to ſome Principles of the Author's, re- 


ſpecting a FUTURE STATE, which 


perhaps might have been omitted, with- 


out much Detriment to the Work ; but 
this being a Liberty that others Wir 
object to as unjuſtifiable, in regard to 
the Author, as mutilating his Perfor- 
mance, it hath been thought proper to 


publiſh it entire, and leave it to the 


Reader s Candour. 


ELLE ee 
The Author's PRER RAC 3 
. Wt | 


HE extreme Facility with which the Men of our 

Times give into Libertiniſm, and enliſt themſelves 
entirely on that Side of the Queſtion, ſeems to Hu in 
them a Diſpoſ tion to be 425 ſome Side. 


The Want of F SOS produces this Facility, and 
Vio. thoſe Principles which they adopt, and which lead 
; :o Libertiniſm, ſhew they have a certain Inclination for 

ſome Principles. There is one Trial more to be made; 
which is, to preſent them with a RELIGION, which is 
the Source of all true Principles, as well as the only Side 
for a Man of Senſe to eſpouſe. To preſent them with 
what deſerves to be called REL1G10N, and which, for 
_ that Reaſon, ought to be perfettly convenient for them, 
and to be as much ſuperior to what uſually bears that 
Name, as what proceeds from Divine Wiſdom is ſuperior 
* to thoſe Imaginations and Reaſonings which Men form; 
3 this is the End of this Treatiſe, which is addreſſed to 
all thoſe among Men who diſlike Emptineſs in the Bufi- 
neſs of Religion, and prefer to it what the World ap- 
pears to them to bave of Reality, To all thoſe who 
have not entirely renounced Humanity, and who to be 
Men indeed (to enter into Religion as much as Humani- 
ty requires) may want only to be encouraged to do it, 
to be informed of the Excellency of Religion, and the 


# Advantages which the Times we live in | preſent them. 
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The Author's PREFACE. 


3 Times ( the latter Times, on which we are entern 20 
Fring- with them not only new Graces (wbich indeed, in 

what they contain of particular and hidden, may be of 
@ Nature to be conteſted) but alſo new Knowledge. 
Truths which ſtrike, and which prove both the Impor- 
tance of thoſe Times, and that they are come. Some 
Glimpfes of theſe Truths may be met with in going thro" 
ts Piece. Afterwards, if it's neceſſary, and if the 
Nation of Fanaticiſm (under which Head, according 


te. the Taſte in Vogue, this Eſfay may be ranked) does 


wot frighten thoſe to whom it is addreſſed, there may be 
Means found to prove to them more exattly, that theſe 


Times are come which they are ſo deeply concerned not 


40 reject, and which take their Value more from the 


Graces that are deſigned for Men of good Da. ; 


ep Fw the Truths which ſhall be . 
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HE Divins InsTINCT is the Source 
zz of all that is good in Man. Religion 
SEES! is founded thereon, and from thence all 
Truth derives its Force. It ſuits the 

@e=) Greatneſs of God that it ſhould be thus; 
tha Man ſhould have within him a Seed of Religion, 
or ſpiritual Life, as he has a Seed of natural Life, or 
Immortality ;, ſince it is by Religion alone that this 
Immortality becomes a Good to him. The Darkneſs 
and, Deluſions which, in this World, are from all 
Sides preſenting themſelves to him, require that he 
ſhould have ſomething divine in him, to guard him 
againſt their Influence; and even the original Dignity 
of Man, conſidered in itfelf, requires it. In every 
View Man muſt have ſomething in him for his Di- 
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rection; and we muſt not imagine that Divine Wiſ⸗ 


dom ſhould have ſubjected Religion (the moſt im- 
portant of all Things to him) either to his own Rea- 
{on, or that of another, to the moſt uncertain and va- 
riable Thing about him, and which was given him 
for a different Uſe. Beſides, God alone being good, 

it follows, that Religion, which contains the whole 


Good of Man, muſt flow from God, as it tends. ta, 


MS bim 


8 The Divine Inſtinct 


him; that he muſt be both its Principle and End. 


This Principle, this Seed of Religion, in Man, is 
the DivIxE Ixs TIN c placed in him, the Wok by 
which he was created, and which alone can change 
and create him anew. By this Word it is that Man 
has yet a Communication with God, and God with 
Man. He could not leave him, in the Wanderings 
into which he is led by the Word of his own making, 
by Reaſoning, which ſeduces and leads him, to him- 
ſelf; as that Word which is Truth leads him to the 
Divinity that declares it. To reſcue him from the 
Condition in which he is, he firſt of all ſpeaks to him 
in his Conſcience, where he erects his Tribunal, to 
judge down all the Evil in him, all that which hinders 
his Return to God; and afterwards he ſpeaks to him 
by the Divine Inſtind, which he has given him 
for his Guide, and which leads him into all Good, by 
the Path which Conſcience has opened to him. Tis 


only this Way, as the Divinity ipeaks to Man, that 


he is nouriſhed by that Truth which brings Life; and 

the Inſtructions that come to him from without are 
only efficacious as they are adopted and made power- 
ful by the inward Word. This Mord makes itſelf 
heard in his Heart more or leſs, as it finds there more 
or leſs of Uprightneſs, on the Love of Truth: For 
it is on this Diſpoſition, on the Uprightneſs of the 
Heart, that the Word operates, after it has wrought 
in Man this Uprightnels itſelf, and has formed fome- 


thing in him on which it may fubfiſt. Man was made 


to be the Habitation, the Temple, of God, where 
he takes Pleaſure to be adored in ſecret, and ſecretly 
to work his Wonders, before he manifeſts them with- 
out, and openly rewards thoſe who have adored him 
in ſecret. He dwells not in T emples made by the Hands 


of Man in any Senſe, *Tis he himſelf that builds the 
| Place 


* 
U 
5 
55 
2 
x 
* 
«2 
of FM 
i485 
B's. 
- == 
3 
7 
N 


3 


SNN N 4 
r n 
x" IS GED Y 5 N - 4 SG 

SS * , 4 $4 Nor 


recommended to Men. © 9 


Place of his Habitation, and *tis for this End that he 

has placed his Word in the Heart of Man. Its firſt 
Care is to cleanſe and put the Heart in a Condition to 
ſerve him as an Abode ; from thence it diſpoſes of the 
whole Man, and brings him to Order, to a Depen- 
dance on the Divinity; in which conſiſts the Reſtora- 


tion of Man. | + | 
To concur with this Deſign of Divine Providence, 


tis eſpecially neceſſary that Men ſuffer themſelves to 


be cured of the Diffidence in which they are with re- 
ard to the inward Word. They muſt reverence the 


Ways of God in themſelves, that they may not fear 


to paſs from the Religion which Men teach (and 


which is arrived at its Period) to that which comes 


immediately from God, and which, comprehending 
all that is moſt excellent and divine, was reſerved for 
the latter Times, for the Times in which that which 
13 divine ſhould be manifeſted. After this it ſhould 
not be difficult to make Men comprehend, that the 
Spirit of God dwelling in them more or leſs, muſt 
have with it that Proportion of Truth which they pe- 


_ culiarly want; that in the Diſpoſition to receive it is 


found the Faith required of them, as what is moſt a- 


greeable to the Divinity, and which he is ready to 


give to thoſe who deſire it; that, to make a due Uſe 
of a Diſpoſition which they can only receive from the 
Divinity, they ought not to think themſelves under a 
Neceſſity of ſeeking the Truth elſewhere, and eſpeci- 


ally that they are not reduced to ſeek it from thoſe, 


who, having only what they have given themſelves, 
mere Knowledge, are miſtaken as to God, who has no 
Regard to any thing but what comes from him- 
ſelf ; that *tis diſhonourable to him to ſuppoſe that his 
Ways are of this Sort, that he puts Men into the 


Perplexity of being ignorant of what he requires of 
os them, 


10 The Divine Inſtimct 
them, and to the Neceſſity of providing for them- 
ſelves People who may inſtruct them in it. It rejects 
this Reproach which the Blindneſs of Man might 
throw upon his Conduct, this Pretext which he might 
make for his being without Religion: And it ſhews 
him, in a very exact Manner, both the Place whence 
he ought to draw his Inſtruction, and thoſe Places where 
this Inſtruction is not to be found, and where he fore ſav 
that he would loſe his Time in ſeeking it. It is not in 
ibe Heavens, that we ſhould ſay, who ſhall go up to the 
Heavens to bring it down from thence,that we ſhould uu- 
derſtand it, in order to do it ? Nor is it beyond the Sea, 
that wwe ſhould ſay who fhall fetch him from thence 9 but 
this Mord is nigh thee, in thy Heart, and in thy Mouth, 
that thou might'/t do it. There is no Need of Doctors in 
the Science which they call Holy, and whoſe Studies 
ſcek him in the Heavens; nor of Doctors in thoſe cal- 
led Human Sciences; Sciences foreign to Man, in ano- 
ther Senſe, and which are converſant about Things leſs 
| high. There is no Need of Divines or Philoſophers 
to make us underſtand the Will of God, as if that was 
the Means of making us do it. It is manifeſted in Man 
himſelf, and there is no one to whom it does not make 
itſelf known. Theſe who are made his Frumpets for 
the Spirit of God to ſpeak by to others, in his Name, 
have it in their Mouths where he puts it, and theſe who 
ought either to keep for their own Uſe, or elſe com- 
municate to others, the Truths which for that End it 
diſcovers to them, have it in their Hearts. In both 
tis the fame Word, and *tis not given to be +nown 
barely, but to be done. It leads to that only, and one 
may venture to ſay that it has little or nothing inti 
merely to be known. To be within every Man's Reach 
is its diſtinguiſhed Character, and to be eaſily known, 
juſt in Proportion as it imports us to know it preferably 
5 i : to 
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to all other Things. To what will it lead both thoſe 
who have it in themſelves, and thoſe to whom it 
ought to be declared? It leads them to ſomething 
very ſimple, and yet at the ſame Time very great. 
H is declared unto thee, O Man, what is good, and 


. what the Lord requires of thee; lo do Juſtice, love 


Mercy, and walk humbly with thy God. This is Reli- 
gion: There is but little to be known, but a great 
Work to be done. In Proportion as it is done, as Man 
advances, the Will of God is further made known to 
him; and he is ſhewed what he has further to do by the 
inward Word, by the Divine 3 which at 
the ſame Time puts him onwafd to perform it. It 
puts us on judging ourſelves, under its Direction; to 
apply to ourſelves the Condemnations which Conſcience 
pronounces on the Evil in us; it renders us truly hu- 
mane and merciful, as *tis the Divine Mercy which 
acts in us, and is by this Means communicated to us; 
it makes us look upon God as continually preſent, and 
cauſes us to have him in view in all our Doings. By this 
we are made to walk along with him, and not barely 


to follow him; we act willingly, which gives a Value 


to our Obedience, and makes us rather the Friends. 
of God than his Servants. *Tis thus he becomes 
our God. The Divine Inſtinf operates all this in 


Man in ſuch a Manner as to humble him in his 
Obedience, and to keep him from Self Complacence. 


By this, by the Humility in which it keeps him, it 
ſecures him the reſt, and renders his Work compleat : 
At leaſt it is thus with the People whom God forms in 
this Age with Spiritual 1/rae/. And, as this People is 


gathered out of all People and all Nations, theſe are 


Truths to be declared to all Men whatever. 
The Truth which leads to all others is that which 
regards the Word, by which Men were created, and 
. which 
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| which, after by their Revolt they had We the 
Laws of their Creation, would create them anew, if, 
by their Faith in the Power of this Word, they give 
Place to a ſecond Creation, more wonderful than the 
former ; inaſmuch as on their Side Faith enters into 
it, and by their own Conſent they co-operate with it.“ 
It is high Time no longer to miſtake this Word, and 
to invite thoſe who are yet. unacquainted with it to 
know and reverence it, as we do, and with us to re- 
ceive that which ſhould unite us among ourſelves, and 
make our Happineſs common, as well as unite us to 
God, who is our common Principle. 
Man, created in the Image of God, and who 
ſhould love him with all his Strength ; Man, cre- 
ated ſimple, and dependent only on the Spirit of 
God, is fallen from this State: He is given up to Self- 
love and his own Reaſon, to the Reaſonings which he 
forms at Pleaſure ; and in this Dependence he is fallen 
ſo low that what was divine in him, and ſhould ſanc- 
rify the reſt, is withdrawn and center'd in himſelf, as 
in a Point; and this Point as it were loſt in the Multi- 


plicity and Diſorder of the Heart of Man, fo as to be 


eaſ ly miſtaken. The Voice of God, confounded with 


the Voice of the Paſſions, and the various Workings of . 


the Imagination, is for the moſt part unheard, and 
few there are who are attentive enough to diſcern i It, 
and ſhew Mercy to that of God in them to keep it 
from languiſhing and being extinguiſhed, as a Spark 
that is not Kept alive. All the while this Nord has 
all that is neceſſary to make itſelf known and reveren- 
ced, which is what renders Man culpable in not reve- 


rencing it. The Reproots which it offers to him, in 


lus Conſcience, are juſt and quick, and they have a 
Character of Truth and Authority, which ſets them 


above every Thing that comes from wirhout and from 


Man. 
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recommended to Men. 13 
Man. They make themſelves felt by him thro? all 
FX the Self-Juſtifications he would fain oppoſe to them, 
I and all the Reaſonings he might frame could not ſtand 
a2 Moment againſt this Word. It tries the Heart and 


the Reins, every thing that paſſes in Man, both with re- 
gad to his Soul and Body; the moſt concealed Motives 
it knows, and judges them; it penetrates like a two- * 
7 edged Sword; it makes its deſtroying Power to be 
= felt, in a lively Manner, in regard to this twofold 
Diſorder in Man, and it reaches to the Diviſion of the 
Spirit from the Soul, as well as the Soul from the Bo- 
dy, ſo as to compleat the Re- eſtabliſnment of Man 
in the threefold Life, which conſtitutes his Likeneſs to 
the Divinity. The Order obſerved in this Re-eſtab- 
liſnment is, that at firſt, and to re-eſtabliſh the corpo- 
ral Man, tis ſimply (the Word which was in the Be- 
ginning) the Word, as it appears to have ſomething in 
it undeterminate, and that is not laid open; it works 
the Beginning of the Work of God in Man, and its 
Voice is chiefly heard in the Conſcience : *Tis IESus 
CHRIST, as he is the Way. In a more advanced Pe- 
' riod, and with regard to the intelligent Man, tis the 
3 Word which is with God; here it ſpeaks openly, it 
/ Jhews itſelf divine, and God by this Means diſcovers 
to Man that he begins to be with God, and to par- 
# take of his Truth and Secrets: Tis Jesus CHRIST, 
— as he is the Truth. Finally, and for the ſpiritual Man, 
the Inſtinct, in its utmoſt Exaltation, is the Word 
= which is God, the Word which is the Spirit and Life, 
the Principle of the divine Life, and the divine Life 
itſelf: Tis Jesvs CHRIST, as he is the Life, and fi- 
niſnes the Work his Father has given him to do. 
The Inſtinct is in Man in little, all that it has 
been in the World in great. All the Good that Man 
can receive is held from it, and without it he could 


have 


EEA 


= The Divine Inflinc 
have no Good : He is deceived by what has only the 
Appearance of it, and God will not acknowledge 
what he has not produced. 8—"\ 
In the ſimple and ſevere Language with which this 


Word at firſt treats us, it was neceſſary that God 
ſhould afford it ſome outward Teſtimony, which 


mould ſupport it againſt the Accuſations which bad 


Men and Enemies of Reproof would not fail to form 
againſt it; that he ſhould declare it our Light, te 
true Light, which enlightens every Man that cometh in- 
to the World; the ſure and general Light to which we 
ought to take Heed in this Region of Darkneſs and 
falſe Lights, in this Place of Reaſoning and Uncer- 
tainty; where, without a ſure Guide that would not 
leave us, we could not chuſe but wander and loſe our 
Way, as Voyagers on the vaſt Ocean wander without 
the Help of the Compaſs, which ſhews them the 
Courſe they ought tor ſteer ; without it they could on- 
ly coaſt from Shore to Shore, and the Riches of the 
Ocean would remain unknown to them. The Inſtind 
in the Heart of Man reſembles this Wonder of Na- 
ture, in making us loſe Sight of what's earthly, and 
freeing us from the narrow Bounds within which the 
Rules confine us. It leads us to God in his Immenſi- 
ty, and, by the obſcure Faith which governs us, it 
makes him who dwells in Obſcurity become the 
Source of all Light and all Good to us. There the 
Inflinf? cauſes us ro reſt, as the Needle tends to the 
North, where it finds its Place of Reſt, and, by 
pointing out the North, makes us find the oppoſite 
Point, and ſhews all the Hours of the Day. All the 
Service that the Compaſs has been of to Men, the 
Diſcovery of a New World, and the Acquiſition of 

thoſe Riches which they have found there,-1s an Image 


of what the 1yfin will do for us, for thoſe who _ 
; . — 
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the Courage to give themſelves up to it. But in this, 
as in other Things, Men do Honour to the Appea- 
rance, but are deficient in the Reality. 
Let us acknowledge the Divine Inftin# as tis un- 
dervalued, which cauſes Man, unacquainted with it, 
ro reject it; and by this very Mark eſpecially let us 
recognize it. Tis the Word which ſhines in Dark- 
neſs, among the Incertitudes and Errors which the 
Reaſon of Man ſcatters upon the Earth; the Word 
which the World knows not, becauſe Man' s Reaſon 
cannot comprehend it: This Nord is even rejected of 
its own, of thoſe who profeſs to belong to God, but 
who cannot reſolve to depend on him entirely, by 
ſubmitting themſelves to an Inſtindt which is bound- 
leſs, and which might require every thing from them. 
But to thoſe that do receive it it gives Power to become 
the Children of God; it ſets them in the Way in order 
to return to their Origin, and leads them in it; and all 
theſe who walk in it to the End, it reunites them to 
God, where Man not only finds all that he has loſt, 
but the Creator reconciled, and become a tender Fa- 
ther, loads him with new Benefits, which the firſt 
Creation could not have ſupply'd him with. Thoſe 
whom the inward Word leads by the cuſtomary Road, 
and who follow it ſo much the more eaſily, as their 
great Number and a Conformity of Ways make them 
march with Aſſurance; theſe, being conducted as by 
one Guide, and forming Companies, where every one 
ſtrengthens himſelf by the Strength of others, con- 
ſtitute the Multitude of the People of God. But as 
the Inſtinct here lies hid among Rules and Reaſonings, 
among all that they adopt, and which agrees to that 
Degree of Faith which they may have, they fcarcely 
are acquainted with what determines them. They have 


but little Commerce with the Divinity, who only 
grows 
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ws familiar with Man thro* the Divine In inte ac- 
knowledged for what it is, and embraced on that 
Footing ; thoſe who acknowledge and follow it under 
its proper Name, and independent of eſtabliſhed 
Rules, are more agreeable to the Divine Being. 
They enter every one as by himſelf into the different 
Paths wherein the 1nſfin# engages them, and where 
they ſee no Traces of any one that has gone before 
them. Theſe have Singularity and all Sorts of Diffi- 
culties and Contradictions to encounter; but, in ſur- 
mounting them, and giving themſelves up perfectly 
to their Guide, they yield more Honour to him that 
ſent him to them; and the Guide, rejoicing in this, 
and to make them rejoice in the Solitude into which 
he leads them, inſtead of acting barely the Part of a 
Guide, he behaves towards them as a Fellow-Travel- 
ler; he enters into familiar Converſe with them, and 
entertains them on the End of their Journey, and 
whatever elſe relates to it. Theſe are diſtinguiſhed 
from the Multitude, and become as Guides them- 
ſelves, the Guides of thoſe who truſt not enough to 
the inward Guide, and who, notwithſtanding, ought 
to be thought the People of God. Among thoſe 
two Sorts, among thoſe who more or leſs follow the 
Divine Inftin#, is Religion found, and chere is no o- 
ther. 

The different Degrees of Religion are proportion d 
to the different Degrees of Faith and Obedience to 
the Divine Inſtinct; and the Inſtinât itſelf determines 
the different Degrees, and carries every one to what is 
fit for him, and, in this Reſpect too, evinces itſelf to 

be our true Guide. But ſome may ſay, that this In- 
fiinf is not always to be truſted, and that Conſcience, 
by whoſe Voice it ſpeaks to us, has itſelf Need to be 
enlightened, for Want of which it varies and produ- 
ces 
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ces all Sorts of Oddneſſes and Extravagancies. It has 


its Falſe, which ſhould be guarded againft, and which - 
has more Effect than what is Real in it; from whence 
has ariſen Fanaticiſm, and all the Troubles it has OCs 


caſioned. 


There are People who talk this Lariguazes and ek 


to render the inward Word ſuſpected by other People, 
the better to ſucceed in their Endeavours to render it 


ſulpectec by themſelves. 


In order to ſecure themſelves againſt the Reproaches 
of Conſcience, in its Place, as a Light i in ſpiritual Mat- 


ters, they would introduce and perſuade Men to re- 


ceive Reaſon, which was given for their Direction in 


_ outward Things. They would fain make Religion 
dependent on Reaſonings, which they are ſxkill'd to 


manage as their Intereſt leads them ; ; Reaſons which 
they torge, and for the moſt part turn their Edge a- 
gainſt Religion itſelf, as Men forge and whet up Iron 
e of each other, while Nature gave 
it for quite different Uſes, It is true that Conſeience 
has its Falſe; but this concludes nothing againſt it. 
Every Thing, in the Ways of God, has its Oppoſite, 


that Men may.reft in nothing, and that every Thing 


may lead them to God himſelf. All his Ways are 


liable to be abuſed by Men; and perhaps in Propor- 
tion as they contain what is excellent and divine, they 


may be liable to be abus'd in the fame Proportion, 
and by that Means rendered equivocal, On this Foot 
ing, Fanaticiſm, the inward Falſe, as it is efficacious in 


its Kind, may teach us the Power of the inward True, 


the Operation of the Spirit of God. *Tis doubtleſs: 
an Image of it, as the Wonders of falſe Magic are an 
Image of the Wonders of the true. But Men are ac- 
cuſtomed to make a different Uſe of the falſe ; they 


| Make 1 It ſerve to combat the true, and ſtrengthen the 


B falſe 
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falſe in themſelves, which makes them watchful to re- 
mark it out of themſelves, and ſkilful to make their 


own Uſe of it. The Variations, which may ſerve as 
| a Pretence (for thoſe who are on the watch for them) 


not to depend on Conſcience, don't frighten him who 


wants ſimply to be guided. Theſe Variations don't 
take their Riſe in Conſcience itſelf, but are the Product 
of foreign Cauſes ; the Malignity of Man produces 
them, the Corruption which 1s in him, and which the 
Judgments of Conſcience ſhould deſtroy. Inſtead of 
letting his irregular Deſires, and all that is ſelfiſh in 


him, be ſet at rights, he would fain keep ſomething 


alive, and 1n this ; Diſpoſition of Mind he interrogates 
his Conſcience. By the ſecret Wiſhes of his Heart he 
follicits it to conſent to his Deſires, and he hopes 
it may conſent to them. *Tis then poſſible it 
may happen, that the Wrong he would do his Con- 
ſcience, to the divine Voice that ſpeaks to him, may 
fall back on himſelf, that what he would fain have 
ſaid to him ſhould be faid. And this Conduct has no- 
thing in it incompatible with the Nature of God, 
whom Man ought to reverence ſo far as not to aſk 


Counſel of him but in the Sincerity of his Heart. It 


anſwers him according to the Idol that is there (if 
there is one), and it gives him what he really deſires, 


rather than what he would ſeem to deſire, and what 
he knew would not be to his Liking if it had been 
Ziven him. It is towards Man as Man is towards it; 


right to thoſe that are right, and crooked to thoſe that 


are crooked. Of what nh does Man complain, when 
it was in his Power not to be deceiv'd, if that happen'd 


to him which he aſked for in the Bottom of his Heart? 
Conſcience, being the Tribunal of God in Man, 
muſt be true, j Sy agreeable to God ; but Man, in 


his Perverſities, puts himfelf out of a Capacity in. 


Ora 


— 


recommended to Men. 19 


draw that ſimple Advantage which he might have 
from it. And there are Times when the Divinity, in 
letting him hear what deceives him, ſpeaks to him in 
the Language of his Juſtice, and not that of his 
Truth; Times when Juſtice fits him better, and pre- 
pares him for Truth. Let us at all Times reverence 
the marvellous Ways of God, and not deſtroy that 
which is the Source of Truth in Man, or general 
Truth, by particular Cafes, which conclude againſt 
Man only, who draws them on himſelf, and which 
in their Conſequences may be of Uſe to make Truth. 
more reverenced by him. Let us have as much Senſe 
to value the [inf that guides us as we have for that 
which repreſents it. Should we chuſe to throw'by the 
Compaſs, becauſe of the Variation to which it is ſub- 
ject, or is occaſioned by Irons approaching it? It is 
not denied, that he who gives himſelf up to his in- 
ward Motions entirely may find himſelf driven to do 
Things which are Odneſſes and Follies in the Eyes of 
Reaſon. But does not Fooliſhneſs enter into the Ways 
of God, in what he diſpenſes to Men, to humble 
them, and make them loſe the Opinion they have of 
their own Excellence, and the Eſteem of the World, 
which nouriſhes it and lies as a Block in their Way? 
Cannot God, by an adopted Folly, put to the Proof 
the entire Obedience which he requires from thoſe who 
have devoted themfelves entirely to his Service? And 
does the Scripture furniſh us with nothing that leads to 
this? Might not that which it calls e Fool:fbnefs of 
God have a Place here? And would 1t not produce 
what would look like Fooliſnneſs in the Eyes of Men? 
Is it not neceſſary that Jzsus CHRIST ſhould be Foo- 
Iiſhneſs to ſome as well as a Stumbling-vlock to others? 
And where {hall this be accompliſhed if it is not in 
his own, in thoſe in whom he inhabits and directs? 

B 2 our 
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How will you have a Man to become a Fool, in order 
to become wiſe, but by the Fooliſhneſs which God 
diſpenſes to him? That is to ſay, by ſuffering him- 
ſelf to be conducted by the Inſtinds, which puts him 
onward to accompliſh the Deſigns which God has up- 
on him. Let us rather ſay, that the JInſtin# in us 
would not be divine, if it only puts us on doing what 
is reafonable, and which draws the Approbation of 
Men; that we then ſhould have no Need of the In- 1 
Hint; no one would be perſecuted for Righteouſneſs, @ | 
for what God wills, and Men will not, and never for f 
the fake of Jzsus CHRIST would they {ay all manner 1 
of Evil againſt thoſe who believe in him, and obey 
or the Attractions of his Holy Spirit: That is to ſay, 
bi that what is moſt wonderful in the Ways of God, | 
| and which muſt produce the Glorification of the Juſt, 9 
would not come to pats, 
Thoſe who urge againſt the Interior the Variations 
which happen to it, the ſtrange Things which by this 
Means are required of Men, and take Occaſion from 
thence to cry down Conſcience and the Divine Inſtint?, 
under the different Names which they beſtow upon it : 
Thoſe who ſet Men looſe from the Scruples of 
Conſcience, in making them regard them for a quite 
different Thing, or in aſſiſting them to get over them, 
do them all poſſible Damage ; for the Misfortune of 
Men is, that they are not conſcientious, or (what 
comes to the fame thing) not ſufficiently ſo; that 
they don't enough reſpect thoſe Scruples that make 
the Way ſo freight as it is good it ſhould be for every 
one; and all their Inſtructions and Exhortations, 
which their Teachers may ſubſtitute in the Place of 
Conſcience diſcredited, will in no wiſe repair the Da- 
mage they have done them. Theſe Things them- 
ſelves are only rendered effectual to them by Con- 
ſcience, 
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ſcience, and *tis but as the Teachers awaken it in 
them that they are of any Service. In diſcrediting 
it, they do that preciſely which they accuſe Conſcience 
of doing; they deceive thoſe who conſult them; 3 
they vary to Infinity in what they ſubſtitute in its 
ſtead, and have eſtabliſned the greateſt of Oddneſſes; 
for, according to them, the Divinity has given us an 
uncertain and blind Guide, which wants itſelf to be 
guided. Providence ſuffers this Treatment to be of- 
fered to the Divine Inſtinf, that thoſe who have 
Eyes to ſee may know it by this Mark, which con- 
firms all the others, and that by this Mark alſo they 
may know thoſe who offer it this Treatment, what 
Spirit it is that puts them to work. Here eſpecially 
they diſcover themſelves, in endeavouring to aboliſh 
or diſcredit that which is the Source of Life, as well 
as of Truth, in Man. Jeſus Christ in us is a Myſtery 
to them. They deny his coming in the Fleſh, as it is 
continued to be done, as tis accompliſhed. in Man 
himſelf. And this Coming is the Obje& of our 
Faith, of that Faith which overcometh the World, and 
is Matter of Confeſſion to us before Men. Here is 
unravelled the Myſtery of the Tryal we ought to 
make of the Spirits, of che Spirit which is from God, 
and Spirit of Antichrist; and one comprehends the Ex- 
tent of this Myſtery. Conſcience, diſcredited by the 
Doctors, is about to prove to them her Power by diſ- 
crediting-them, by putting a great Number among 
Men to drop the DoQors. And, as they have dif- 
credited the Operations of Conſcience under the Name 
ot Fanaticiſm, tis allo by what they call Fanaticiſm 
that Conſcience ſhall diſcredit them. 
It is not only with reſpect to the ſecret and extra- 
ordinary Ways of God, with regard to his 1 in 
ſome Men whom he peculiarly diſtinguiſhes, that we 
1 . ouglt 
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ought to form our Judgment on what is called Singu- 


larity and Oddneſs. We ought to take it for granted, 


that the Singular, the Odd, in the Eyes of Men, 
conſtitutes the moſt diſtinguiſhed Character of the 


Ways of God. And, if this has not appeared hither- 


to, if in Religion we have only accuſtomed ourſelves 


to what is reaſonable, and according to the Taſte of 


Men, it is becauſe the Period of the Gentiles, which | 


has laſted ſo many Ages, required only this. The 


Gentiles, all theſe who, inſtead of being under the 


immediate Conduct of che Spirit of God, are under 


that of Men, act conſiſtently with this Dependence ; 


they will comprehend, they will fee clear; and on this 
Footing it is one may be conducted by Men. And 
Divine Wiſdom has ordained, that thoſe who were to 
make up the innumerable Multitude ! in his Economy 
ſhould be of this Character ; but this is what is moſt 


mixt and leaft divine in the divine CEconomy. This 
Religion muſt have its Period, and this Period (which 


was to laſt till the fecond Coming of Chriſt) is come. 
The People which ſucceeds the Gentiles, and in 
whom arc to be manifeſted the Wonders of God re- 
ſerved for the latter Times, the Wonders which ma- 
nifeſt the Divinity, who bad as it were been hidden, 


tits People is called to walk by Faith, and not by 


Reaſon, nor the Light which agrees with Reaſon ; for 
Faith (entire Confidence) honours God in a quite "diff 


ferent Manner from Reaſon. Tis perh 25 the only 


Means of honouring him truly. This Faith is exer- 


cifed and proved by what appears oppoſite to Reaſon, | 
by what is as a Stumbling-block to it; and the Peo- 


ple called to honour God truly is compoſed of Hrael. 


7745 Topo walk by Faith, of Fews in Spirit, who are 
really that which the Jews according to the Fleſh 
' were a Figure of; they are 9 true Fews, who are 


not 
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not ſo outwardly, by the Ceremonies and Things 
which they obſerve (by Acts of Religion ſeen of 
Men), but inwardly by depending on the Spirit of 
God which is in them, and leads them into all Truth. 
They have their Hearts circumciſed by the ſame Spi- 
rit, which does its Office in them eſpecially, as it cuts 
off Self, all that which is done in Man's Will. Theſe 

Fews draw not their Praiſe from Men, not even from 
a ood People (who, whilſt they are not Zews them- 
- ſelves, cannot but condemn them), but from God, to 

whom only they belong, and whoſe Will they do. 

All the Oppoſition between what is from God and 
what is from Man ſhews itſelf here: Tis here that 
his Thoughts are not our Thoughts, nor his Ways 
our Ways; that his Ways and his Thoughts are as 
much above our Ways and our Thoughts as Heaven 
is above the Earth. Thoſe among Men who are cal- 
led to be the People of God, and principally thoſe 
who are the Firſt-born, who are to break the Way to 
others, lay by their own Reaſon, and all it may ſug- 
geſt to them againſt his Ways, as they leave the 
Earth in withdrawing their Inclinations from earthly 
Things, and give themſelves up to all that God may 
require of them, to all the Proofs to which he may. 
put their Faith and Sincerity, to prove them thereby; 
to prove eſpecially their Sincerity, which makes the 
Eflential in //rael, and out of which there can be no 
true Faith. God obſerves with regard to them an e- 
quivocal Conduct; that what appears to be divine and 
what ſeems not 0 are mixt, and ſucceed one another, 
in ſuch Manner, that Man may have ſome Sort of 
Choice to declare the Whole, if not for divine, at 
leaſt for ſomething that might come from God, and 
to receive it on that Footing; or, in ſuffering his 


Reaſon to act, and declare this Mixture as a quite 
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different Thing, as falſe, and ſo to reject it. That 


is to ſay, cither to ſhew a Reſpect for what is divine, 


tho? he cannot unravel it; or Falſeneſs, an Inclinati- 
on to Pretences, which excuſes him from ſubmitting 
himſelf to what is from God, or might poſſibly be ſo; 
for our Reverence for the divine ought to extend it- 
ſelf to every Thing that may be ſo, to every Thing 
that may come to us from a hidden God: For how 
thall he hide himfelf from Man, if it is not in his 
Ways, in what they have that is ſtrange in the Eyes 


of Reaſon? -+ 


Now, Salvation coming from the Jes, it is right 
for thoſe who would participate in it, who would have 
a Share in the Happineſs which is ordained for this 
People of God, to enter at leaſt into ſome Knowledge 
of his Ways, not only becauſe they may not oppoſe 
him and become his Enemies, but alſo becauſe if 
God approach them more nearly, they may not reſiſt 
the Deſigns. he may have on them. A very impor- 
tant Truth, therefore, for the Times in which we are, 
and which ſhould help us to getꝰ over the Doubts 


which the Extraordinary in the Ways of God is capa- 


ble of begetting in us, is for us to believe that Divine 
Wiſdom is pleaſed to preſent to Men what is divine 
in a Manner that is divine, and quite different to 
what they could have imagined. It accompanies it 


with Stumbling-Blocks, with Pretences to reject it, to 


the End, that the Liberty of Man may have Play ; 
it being to this Liberty, to what is moſt excellent in 
Man, that it preſents the Divine, that it may be ho- 


noured as it ought to be, that it may be received a- 
mong all the ſtrange and diſagreeable Things which 
accompany it. Or, if it is rejected, it may not as it- 


telf, which would render Man very culpable, but by 
thoſe ſame ſtrange Things that are proper to ſerve as 
| | Pre- 
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Pretences to the F alſeneſs that is in Man; for the 
Divine is of too great a Value to admit that Man 
ſhould be forced to receive it in ſpite of himſelf, or 


that he ſhould be ſollicited by the Splendor which ſur⸗ 


rounds it: And it is required that thoſe for whom it 
is ordained ſhould be carried towards it by the Deſire 


they have after it, by a Deſire which ſhews it is as it 


ought to be, by combating all that is in Oppoſition 
to it, and ſurmounting it; for the People of God muſt 
be a victorious as well as a willing, People. It is ne- 
ceſſary alſo that the Falſeneſs of thoſe that ſeek Pre- 
tences not to believe ſhould be manifeſted, and that 
theſe and the others. ſhouid ſee the Fruits and Conſe- 
quences of it. 

Men honour the Chriſtian Religion, « or rather the 
Diſcourſes that ſpeak about it, becauſe it is eftabliſh*d 
to do them Honour, and becauſe by this Means they 
get the Name of Chriſtians ; but at Bottom they are 
indifferent towards and contemn the Spirit of Jeſus 
Christ, the Reality of Chriſtianity. It is neceſſary, 
therefore, that Men ſhould be put to the Trial there- 


on; that the Spirit of Chriſtianity ſhould ſhew itſelf 


to them in all its Singularity, in that in which its Re- 
ality conſiſts ; and that they declare for or againſt it. 
In a Word, F:ſus Chrif is ſet up as a Mark for the 
Gainſayings of Men from his Birth, from his Con- 
ception. A Sword, the Word of God, as it is a 
Scandal, pierces the Soul of thoſe in whom it is 
brought forth, of thoſe who have in them the 7»ward 
Word, and make it their All; to the End that the 

Thoughts of many which were hidden 1n the Bottom 
of their Hearts ſnould be manifeſted. 
I would willingly addreſs myſelf to thoſe among 
Men who are of the Side of Reaſon againft that of 
the inward Word, and who, no by the Rea- 
. ſionings 
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fonings which they can form, follow the eſtabliſhed 
Courſe of Life. To all that are in this Situation I 
would willingly fay, ſuffer me to ſpeak to you reaſo- 
nably and with Freedom. Look on your Courſe of 
Life, even that which you call innocent, and with 
which you are ſo well ſatisfied, and judge if it is fit 
for Man if you are well guided. What, are theſe 
then the Things for which God has created you? 
And is it in order that you ſhould do them that 
he enlightens you with his Sun, and cauſes it to 
turn inceſfantly round? What, does God conſent 
that you ſhould employ and amuſe yourſelves as 
you pleafe, and that in doing your own Will you 
ſhould rejoice as if you did his, as if you were in 
Order? Do theſe Occupations and Amuſements re- 
quire then the different Talents in you that God has 
placed there? The Capacity for you to be carried to 
Good as well as that of avoiding Evil, the Capacity 
of knowing and loving him? Do you not at 
leaſt perceive that he might have made Creatures for 
that End only, and that it would have been ſufficient 
to have given you thoſe Talents in Eternity, where 
ou refer their Ute? There is no Artificer among 
ou that does not take his Meafures better in regard 
to the Works that he makes, and does not draw more 
Advantage from them. In what do you think all 
this will terminate? On whom hall fall the Evil, the 
Deformiry which disfigures the Works of God? Shall 
it be on him, or ſhall it be on his Creature? Will it 
be found, that God puts into the World Creatures 
unfiniſhed, and without a Taſk, or will it be that the 
Creatures which he places here refuſe to know their 
Taſk and to do it? That, inſtead of putting them- 
ſelves under the Direction of his Spirit, they give 
themſelves up to the Spirit of the World, and make 
| CO (them- 
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(themſelves) their Lot, their Work, and their Re- 
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But perhaps all this is repaired by what you call Re- 
ligion, or the Worſhip of Gd; and that the Divine 
Being, having Regard to the Weakneſs of Man, 
contents himſelf with this Sort of Homage which. 
they render him? What, will the Divinity be plea- 
ſed with quite another Thing than what he demands, 
with Things that coſt you nothing, and produce no-— 
thing for him? Will they content him, and be capa- 
ble to counterbalance the Evil that you do from Af- - 
tection, every Thing that diſhonours him, and which 
you continue to do ſo much the more freely? 

Suffer that on this Subject, on the Worſhip you 
offer to God, I ſpeak to you with Freedom. In the 
Diviſion (which, under the Arbitrement of Men - 
made like yourſelves, and who were Judges in their 
own Cauſe) you have made with God, the Worſhip. 
you render him at certain Times, and which makes 
as it were the chief Thing in your Religion, you keep 
for yourſelves all that is good in you, all the Advan- 
tages of the Heart; and you give God the reſt, Acts 
of Memory, Repetitions, Confeſſions, and Songs, 
what comes from the Head, which God never requi- 
rcd of you. This Homage, or this Tribute, you of- 
ter to him in Houſes built on Purpoſe ; and there Re- 
ligion has Place. Abroad you are in a Country of Li- 
berty, and ſcarce does it happen, that Mention is 
made of God, and one hardly hears his Name pro- 
nounced but to affront him. One may almoſt ſay, 
that you celebrate Games to his Memory, that tis as 
a dead God you honour him. But you would take it 
i] to be thus talked to, and would take Occaſion 
from thence - to ſhew Zeal for God; for beſides the 
Worſhip which you render him, and which indeed 
- does 
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does not come up to thoſe Ideas of Religion which 
you might have, you readilv add to it Zeal, when 
Occaſion offers, when *tis the Queſtion to condemn 
thoſe who have other Ideas of what Men owe to God; 

Ideas which ſeem to condemn yours. I muſt therefore 
content myſelf with telling you, that the Divine Be- 
ing, weary with having nothing from you beſides 


Compliments and Ceremonies, ſuch as would not con- 


tent you, were other People to give it you, requires 
ſomething better; that Reality which you require of 
one another, and which you owe him much more 


than one another reciprocally. He requires of you, 


that you ſhould treat him as a living God, who is not 


far from every one of you. He will be honoured and 


ſerved by you in the Ordinary of Life, as in the Or- 


dinary of Life he does you Good, and as in the Ordi- 
nary of Life Conſcience (where to every one he makes 
his Will known) ſpeaks to you. He requires of you 
to make it your great Affair, your Pri incipal Worſhip, 
to hear his Voice, and obey it. Afterwards, if you 
hear your Doctors, you will know how far you ought 
to have Faith in their Diſcourſes, and what Value you 
ought to ſer on them. As you do that which God 
requires of you in your Conſcience, he will ſpeak to 
you more often and more clearly, and he will impute 
nothing to you.on account of any thing he fays no- 
thing to you about, on account of that which Conſci- 


ence, an awakened Conſcience, ſhall not have forbid 


you. If what your Doctors tell you to the Piſadvan- 
tage of Conſcience is capable of throwing you into a- 


ny Diffidence thereon, remember that *tis to your 


Conſcience, and not to their Diſcourſes, that you owe 
the little or much of good Fazzh that is within you, 
from whence your real Worth re ſults; that your Doc- 
tors themſelves are not᷑ valuable but in Proportion as 

| they 
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they have Conſcience ; and that they don't deſerve to be 
heard when they are known to be without it. Re- 
. member that the Remains of. good Faith, which are 
on the Earth, and which makes you find Content 
and Security there, is the Effect of Conſcience reſpec- 
ted. It is reaſonable to believe, that the Means 
which Divine Wiſdom has made uſe of to place Order 
in ſome among Men, would ſerve to place it in all, 
and in each, to the Degree it ought to be. 

The Times that God has fix d for to keep himſelt 
hidden, and ſee how Men would act, are ended; for he 
for whom Times are is coming to gather the Fruit of 
them; and Men themſelves, by the Ideas which they 
have formed of the hidden Divinity, by Ideas com- 
pleat in their Kind, and by all that is the Product of 
thoſe Ideas, Wa the End of Times, and deliver 
themſelves over to the Revolution which brings it on, 


and which they prepare themſelves ; as one ſees 


Vapours ariſe from the Earth, and form Miſts, which 
riſing higher, condenſe into dark Clouds, and make 
by and by the Lightning and Thunder burſt againſt 
that Earth which form'd them. The Artifices of Men, 
thus grown to the full, and after having covered them 
with Darkneſs, ſhall at length produce the Judgments 
chat ſhall conſume them. 

Men are not without Religion, without fomething 
to which they give that Name, and which exempts 
them from the Reproach of what they call Aiheiſm. 


One does not hear them ſay, there is no God, we wall 


have no Religion ; but they form a Religion them- 
ſelves, and figure the Divine Being as they would 
have him, ſuch as may agree with the Religion which 
they have made themſelves, and to the Courſe of 
Life which their Religion has produced. They will 
have a Deity quite good and * toward them be- 
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30 The Divine Inſtinct 
fore-hand. Wrath, ſay they, is incompatible . 


the Divine Nature. They do not ſay, that God 
takes no Notice of us, he does not mind what re- 
gards us; but they think that little Things deſerve 
not his Attention, and ſo would have thoſe to be little 
Things that buſy them, and make up their Courſe of 
Life. They profeſs to acknowledge a Providence, 

and, if it is neceſſary, are ready to agree, that it has 
diſpenſed to them the Good and Evil that have hap- 
pened to them. They are ready to acknowledge it 
in the paſt, and in a diſtant future, in what becomes 


important enough to deſerve its Direction; but they 


diſpoſe of themſelves, and all that concerns them, 

both for the preſent and for the future, that lies open 
to them, or to which they think they can reach; the 
Detail belongs to them. They form Deſigns on De- 
ſigns, and excuſe Providence from being concerned 
with them. They curſe thoſe whom it makes uſe of to 
croſs them, and they condemn whatever it diſpenſes to 


them that is diſagreeable to their Ideas, and ſtrive to 


alter it. Their Life is ſpent in wreſtling againſt Pro- 
vidence, and in blaming it. They agree that the Di- 
vine Being has made the firſt Arrangement of what 
they call ſecond Cauſes; there is a Grandeur in having 
eſtabliſhed them, and they admure this Eſtabliſhment, 


and conclude, that in doing this he has done enough, 


and ſufficiently filled up the Character of a Deity ; ; 
that he ought to leave thoſe Cauſes to act by them 
ſelves, and they are ſure he does fo. They conclude _ 
too, that they ſufficiently fill up the Character of 
Men in acknowledging God on this Footing, and ad- 

miring him. In Truth, they employ thoſe ſecond 
Cauſes againſt God himſelf, againft the Teſtimonies 
which he gives them of his Anger, by the Scourges 


wherewith he ſeeks to frighten them, and make them 
better. 
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better, Theſe Things, ſay they, are natural, and 
there is nothing in them that ſhould give one Con- 


cern more than the reſt. But then, in attributing all 


2 Second Cauſes, they don't exclude the Divine Be- 
All the good Things of Nature they are willing 
5 hold from his Bounty, but not as receiving them 
from his beneficent Hand that is open towards them: 
*Tis in going backward to the firſt Arrangement of 
what has produced them. On this Footing only! it 1s, 
that they confeſs. he merits their Acknowledgment ; | 
and the Confeſſion they make of it is their Manner 
of acquitting themſelves towards him. As to the reſt, 
to what regards the Soul, they ſhall be able to pro- 
vide for it by the Means of Reaſon, which is given to 
them as a Portion, and which makes the Excellence 
of Man. They will cultivate it carefully, and it will 
not fail to ſupply them with all the Spiritual Goods 
they want. This Reaſon, which excuſes them from 
any other Guide, they owe to God, who has given it 
in Inheritance to Mankind. By this Confeſſion too 
they do him Homage; and it is very true that, in 
their Language, Men give God the Glory of all. 
The Reſult of all is, that they are Men according to 
their own Ideas, and not according to the Ideas or r In- 
tentions of God; that they are regular People witit- 
out being good People, without Sincerity in their 
Heart; Which is continually to diſhonour God, who 
regards what paſſes in the Heart, and to honour them- 
ſelves before Men, who have no Regard but to Ap- 
pearances, and love to honour thoſe who ate like 
them. In one Word, *tis to be monſtrous in the 
Eyes of God as much as they ſet themſelves of in 
their own Eyes and in the Eyes of. others. If they 
have an Idea of ſomething better, the Idea of what 
ought to make the Order and Excellence of Man, ac- 
| cording 
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cording to the Intention of God, they perſuade them- 
ſelves that this is his Re- eſtabliſnment reſerved for E- 
ternity, and they put off till then to tend towards it; 
or rather think they ſhall be tranſported into it at once, 
as into Eternity itſelf. The Diſcourſes of thoſe to 
whom they commit the Care of ſpeaking to them 
concerning eternal Life are adapted to all this. By an 
Addreſs which has ſomething wonderful in it they 
make them eaſy about it. They condemn Evil in 
fuch a Manner that the Men who commit it, and 
will commit it, the Men condemned by them, are 
eaſy to be ſo; and they are eaſy with thoſe condem- 
ned Men, and prepare with Tranquility to condemn 
them anew. Evil always condemned, and always 
committed, unites and binds them together, to make 
one Body, as Mortar well brayed unites Stones, and 
binds them together, to make one Building, and 
makes thoſe enter into it that are not hewn as well as 
thoſe that are. The Juſtifications which (by another 
Wonder of their Skill) cover the Whole, is what 
'whitens the Edifice, and finiſhes it to give the Appea- 
rance which contents Men. This is the Situation in 
which they are with regard to Religion, and they arc 
very well. They have the Satisfaction to ſee their 
Independence, their Revolt againſt God, ſet itſelf 
forth, and ſupport itſelf calmly, in a Language which 
reliſhes of Order. Never, ſay they, did Mankind 
reaſon better; never was the Age more enlightened : 
And true it is that Men were never ſo ſelf-ſuficient, 
that they never made leſs Account of God. Now 
the Divinity muſt either be ſatisfied with this Situati- 
on of Men, and confirm them in it by continuing to 
do them Good, and prefenting it to them on "the 
Footing on which they receive it, or it is neceſſary 


he ſhould remedy it, and bring on an Alteration. 
What 


. * 
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What ſhould we expect from him, tho' he ſhould | 


not explain himſelf thereon? What ſhould we pre- 
ſume of a God, juſt in all his Doings, and jealous of 


his Glory ? He is going to change Things, and he 


will deal with Men conſiſtently with all that Goodneſs. 
they aſcribe to him; but in his Manner, and not in 


theirs, as a God, whoſe Ways are not their Ways. 


He is about to begin by manifeſting himſelf to them 
more latgely than he has yet done, as well by the 
new Wonders which he is about to work in the Midſt 


of them, as by. the new Truths which ſhall be diſco- 


vered to them. If they acknowledge him in this 
Manifeſtation, if they ſtand the Tryal to which he is 
going to put them with regard to the Uprightneſs of 
their Intention, and incline towards the Good which 


he preſents them, rather than towards the Pretences 


they may take up to reject it, they may be ſatisfied 
that they conduct themſelves well, and Providence 


will continue to ſupport them, and do them Good; 
but if they refuſe to acknowledge the New Light, 


becauſe it ſhews them what they are unwilling to ſee, 
and if, inſtead of entering into themſelves, ' and con- 
ſulting the Sentiments of their own Hearts, the in- 
moſt Sentiments, which deceive not, they chuſe ra- 


ther to reaſon, or conſult thoſe who reaſon for them, 
and whoſe Deciſion they know before-hand, Provi- 


dence ſhall put an End to their Reign, and they ſhall 
periſh. Terrible Judgments ſhall avenge the Divine 


| Goodneſs deſpiſed, and ſhall cut from off the Earth 


all thoſe who do not ſhew themſelves Men at leaſt, by 
ſome Inclination for the Light, and for the Sentiments 
which the Divinity begets in the Bottom of their 
Hearts, by ſome Remains of Uprightneſs with regard 
to that which muſt finally determine between the 
Truth of God and the Falſeneſs of Man. But eſpe- 
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cially the Divine Wrath ſhall make itſelf felt y thoſe 
Fe 6 call themſelves the Paſtors of the Peo e, and 
who, inſtead of confirtning the Teſtimonies given for 
their Salvation, ſhall have confirmed the gene eral In- 
credulity, by oppoſing the Teſtimonies: of Truth, 
and by rendering uſeleſs that of cri thro? the 5 
determined Silence they obſerve on that Head, as 
well as by the Reaſonings they oppoſe to it. 
Divine Wiſdom is about to throw aſide the Veil 
that hid its Beauty, & let Men ſee how ſuitable all that 
comes from it is for them, and how much it deſerves 
their Attachment to it. Hitherto it has only ſhewed 
itlelf to them in Obſcurity, and under an Appearance 
rather ſad than joyful. What it required of Men in 
this Period went not much further than a Life morally 
good, and which fuited the Gentiles called to Salvati- 
on, requiring nothing from them but what was agreea- 
ble to that Reaſon which they conſulted. It was unne- 
ceſſary for it to open itſelf to em on what went beyond 
Reaſon, or to give them Lights to comprehend i. 
It has therefore ſpoken to them accordingly, as ata Di 
tance, and it has made uſe of the Miniſtry of thoſe 
who only knew it at a Diſtance; or rather it has per- 
mitted that thoſe who only knew it after this Manner 
ſhould devote their Miniſtry to it. And to draw Ad- 
vantage from this, it has been pleaſed to conduct. 
Things in ſuch a Manner that there ſhould be found. 
among them good People, who ſhould declare to 
Mankind with Power that Truth which theſe Times. 
required. They were, if not Times of Obfeurity, 
at leaſt Times of a weak and confuſed Light; ſuch 
as the Sun caſts on the Earth thro* wintry Fogs which 
it has not the Strength to diſperſe, becauſe the Earth is 
not then directly turned towards his Rays. At preſent. 
tis no o longer thus; the Times ſhe w 3 more. 
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favourable. Religion enters on a new Period, or the 
Period of Tfrael, which is the People of God, in a 
peculiar Manner, and diſtinguiſhed Fot the Gentiles 
by what he requires of them, which ſets them, as It 
were, in Oppoſition to each other. 

Here they walk in all the Obſcurity of Pals and 
all Sorts, of Trials; and this Obſcurity is recompen- 
ſed by a new Light, as the Trials which make them 

die to themſelves are recompenſed by a new Life, or 

a new Degree of Life. The Gentiles and all the Beo- 

ple of the Earth ſhall partake of it; for the 1/rael of 
God are made a Blefling to all Men. This Period is 
like the Spring, when the Sun, darting his Rays more 

perpendicularly upon the Earth, now turned towards 
him, diſperſes the Fogs which covered i it, and gives 
by his gentle Warmth a new Life to all its Plants 
which have ſtood out the Rigour of the Winter. 
But eſpecially Religion itſelf ſhall appear with a new 
Luſtre, with a Brightneſs which ſhall cauſe her to be 
miſtaken by thoſe who are ignorant of the Myſtery of 
the different Periods through which it muſt paſs, and 
— it rather by! its Garments and Speech than by 
It chuſes for its Witneſſes Free Men, thoſe animas 
teck by the Love which they have for it, and who fear 
not to expoſe themſelves to all the Contradictions and 
Croſſes which the Teſtimony of Truth cannot but 
draw upon them; for it requires them to ſpeak freely 
to Men, and not fear to attack their deareſt Prejudices, 
the Opinions in which they ſecure themſelves, to ex- 
ciſe themſelvcs from embracing the Truth; and that 
they conceal nothing from them that is right for them 
to know. It requires, that its Witneſſes ſhould be 

in an entire Dependence on the Spirit of God, and 


that they give others an Example of thorough Obedi- 
S n ence. 
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ee On this Condition he lets them into his Se- . 


crets; he ſpeaks in their Ears, as to his Friends; and 
the ſecret Things they know from him he will have 


them publiſh on the Houſe- Top, in a State of Free- 


dom, which ſets them above all domeſtic Cumber ; 
that is to ſay, in an entire Diſengagement; for the 
Cares of Life are the laſt which Men renounce. In 
this State they fear not to tell them the Truth, be it 
as hateful to them as it will, Whatever Misfortunes 
it may draw on them, they muſt declare to them the 
Judgments of God, which muſt put an End to a cor- 
rupted World, and make Way forthe Kingdom of God, 

for the happy Times in which God will reign himſelf, 
by his Spirit, which he ſhall pour out abundantly on all 
Fleſh, on every Man who is not hardened, and whom 
the terrible Revolutions (which ſhall cut off from the 
Earth thoſe who are ſo) ſhall have left to ſubſiſt. 


They ought to declare (on the Part of Divine Wiſ- 
dom) to Men, that he is ready to aſſiſt with his 
Counſels, and to place in Safety, all thoſe who hear- 
ken to him, all thoſe who dare truſt themſelves to the 
Divine Inſtin# awakened in them, and to follow it 
wherever it ſhall lead them; that the diverſe Paths 


into which they enter fhall unite them among them- 
ſelves as well as with the Divinity to whom, they tend ; 
and that in every reſpect he will take Care of them. 


He declares that he will not put off to Futurity the 


Happineſs of thoſe who attach themſelves to him, 
andi ſupport the Trials thro' which he makes them 
paſs; that their Happineſs ſhall be dated from the 
preſent Contentment, Tranquility, and Joy. Aſſu- 
rance and Reſolution are the Gifts which he has in 
Store for them, and he ſhall extend even into their 


Minds that Rectitude of Heart which renders them a- 
greeable 
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greeable in his Eyes. Right Senſe, a grand Senſe, is 
counted among the good Things which he has ready 
for them. Diverſion itſelf, what can rejoice Man 
deſcended from the Throne of his Gravity and ente- 
red into Humanity, the Friend of Infant Simplicity, 
ſhall find its proper Place with him, and contribute 
to render him happy. The good Genius, which con- 
ducts him, and puts him onward to every Thing that 
is convenient for him, ſhall be pleaſed to make him 
divert himſelf, as well as to make him act ſeriouſly, 
and perform his Taſk, and ſhall not diſdain to direct 
him in his Diverſions; as a Wind that is favourable 
to a Veſſel on a Voyage not only ſwells her Sails, and 
cauſes her to go onward, but alſo plays in her Colours 
hoiſted for that End. Wiſdom condeſcends further to 
the Taſte of Men born on the Earth, and ſenſible of 
its good Things. The Earth (ſays ſhe) was conſecra- 
ted to me from its Foundation: I wilt take Poſſeſſion of 
what belongs to me, and cauſe my Friends to enjoy it. 
I will accommodate myſelf, in ſome ſort, to this Habita- 
tion, and will place among my Gifis the good Things of 
the Earth. I will rettiſy in Men their Taſte for what 
Nature preſents them. I wil! that they hold them as 
from my Hand; that they think them 75 obliged for 
the true Enjoyment of them to me, and not to Nature 
that produces them; only I require of them, that they 
took upon the good Things of this World as the leaſt 
valuable of all thoſe with which I gratify them. In 
turning themſelves principally toward the others, in pre- 
ferring them always to thoſe, they ſhall ſuck out by this 
Means all the Good that is really in them, and ſhalt 
nd, with Aſtoniſbment, how much the Satisfaction of 
the Soul jurpaſſes that of the Bady; how much happier 
Man is, by a well diſpoſed Inſide, than by the Pleajure 
with which the Senſes furniſh him. | 

C3 ne 


Wiſdom adilcedſcs herſelf to Men that are up prigla 
and courageous. Tis choſe who are ſuitable 5 her, 
and whom ſhe' chuſes, to do them Good. But the of- 
fers to render ſo ſuch who are not ſo as yet, but who 
are willing to become fo. As ſhe encreaſes and re- 
fines the Uprightneſs of thoſe who are in ſome Mea- 


ſure Poſſeſſors of it, even ſo ſhe does not diſdain 


thoſe in whom the Uprightneſs they have received is, 
as it were, buried under all that the Spirit of the 
World has made them receive of foreign. Under the 
Courſe of an irregular Life, and devoted to Pleaſures 
and Libertiniſm, ſhe makes her Call reach even to 
them; and there is a Pleaſure in ſerving her in this 
Reſpect. And juſt now to addreſs myſelf to them. 
You whom Youth and the Temptations to which 
you have been expoſed have ſeduced, and thrown out 
of the Way, but who in your Wanderings have pre- 


ſerved ſome Reſpect for that Uprightneſs, that Fear 


of God, which you have remarked in others: You 
wha only know Religion by what you have heard told 
of it by People who, for the moſt part, know it'not 
themſelves, and whoſe Diſcourſes you diſdain: You, 


in ſhort, who dare ſhew your Diſguſt to the Falſe, to 


What is affected, and which theſe who give it forth 
have only at ſecond-hand, perhaps you may have a 
Reliſh for the True, for what runs from the Foun- 
tain, ' Let it come to you, and do not reſiſt the Truth 
that ſeeks you. The Kind of Life in which you are 
engaged does not render you happy, or if there are 


Moments in- which you ſeem io to yourſelves, you are 


tuficiently ſenfible that this Happineſs is not laſting ; 
that it is not the true Happineſs of Man to ſtupify 
yourſelves. On that Account you run from Pleaſure 


to Pleaſure, and from Amuſement to Amuſement, or 


you! la 7 out lor as Occupations Which you re- 
E 6 | | gard 


recommended t to Me 39 


ard as ſomething more real, and which ſhould re- 
pair the reſt. It would be infupportable to you to be 
obliged to live by yourſelves, and caſt your Eyes- On 
what touches you more nearly than your Buſineſs or 
your Pleaſures. Vou find there are Times when Man 
comes to himſelf, and when his Diſorder makes e 


felt by him in a Manner ſo much the more lively as, 


in avoiding to ſee it, he has ſuffered it to ſtrike deep 
Roots in his Heart. And you have no Difficulty to 
comprehend that Man muſt ſeek his Contentment in 
Order, and in that Tranquility which Order produces. E 
Wiſdom is ready to make you enter into it, and ſhe - 
requires nothing elſe of you but to follow the Voice 
of Conſcience and the Inſtinct, which ſhould guide you. 
In the Midſt of your Pleafures it has ſpoken to you. 
and it has not been diſcouraged when you have refus*d 
to hearken to it. Your Exceſſes perſiſted in, againſt - 
its Advices, have only ſadden'd it, and reduced it to 


Streights; they have not ſtifled it, as F alſeneſs and Hy- 


pocrity life it in thoſe who ike a Mock of all that 


is moſt holy and reſpectable. Theſe are the Enemies 


of Religion, the Enemies which ſhe flies, and to whom 


Divine Wiſdom either ſpeaks not at all, or ſpeaks to 


in vain, But ſhe ſpeaks to you who have never moc- 
ked her, and have ſerved with ſome Generoſity and 


Uprightneſs the Spirit of the World, to which you 
have given yourſelves up. Accept what ſhe offers 
you, go over to the Service of God, to whom you 
belong, and you ſhall find to what Degree he is gene- 


rous and beneficent; how much he is above all the 


dry and narrow Ideas that Men have given you of 


him; how ready he is to receive thoſe chat return to 
him, let them be in what Diſorder they may. He 


has made Man, and he knows what he is capable of: 
| He a0 not get him i in his Corruption, not even 


CF in 
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in an enormous Corruption. The more or leſs of 
Corruption in Man does not make more or leſs in the 


Divine Mercy. Quite on the contrary, the Divinity 
takes Delight to draw Man out of a great Mire, out 


of a deep Gulph, in order to make himſelf beloved 


ſtrongly by him, and to prefer thoſe who love him 
ſtrongly to others for whom he has done leſs, and 


who love him leſs. 


Man, let him be what he will, does not draw his 
Worth from the Kind of Lite he has choſen, and 


which he refers to himſelf; let him honour himſelf 
little or much, by: all that with hich he eas himfelf 


off, that is not very important; for no Honour is 


due to him, and if all was to be ſeen that paſſes 1n the 
Inſide of him no Honour would be given him. But 


it imports him to honour God, whoſe Workmanſhip | 
he is, and to enter into a Diſpoſition to honour him 


much, to give himſelf up to him, to confide in his 
Bounty, and by that Means give him room to exer- 
ciſe it towards him, to make it ſhine forth to the 
Eyes of thoſe who know him not, and by that 


Means to draw them to him. All Men are as uncul- 
tivated Lands with reſpect to him, when he has a 
Mind to ſow his Word in them; and if the decent 


Part of the World, regular People, have great Ad- 
vantages over others, it is reſpecting Society much 


more than with regard to Religion. The Thiſtles 


and Briars with which an Eſtate may be covered do 


not much leſſen the Value of it to him who has a 
Mind to cultivate. it, and the good Herbs that may 


be found there as, little augment it. The Plough, with- 


out Diſtinction, overturns both one and the other, and 
the ſole Goodneſs of the Soil conſtitutes its Value. 
You who are Fallow Grounds ſuffer yourſelves to be. 
made Fielus, and you ſhall perl 5b be of better Report, 


and 


3 
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& more valued by the Maſter, than thoſe Fields which 


have been a long while cultivated, and have been worn 


out in the Hands of bad Farmers. The Difficulty 
will be great to bring regular Men to this. The Peo- 
ple of Merit, who by their Virtues, and what has the 
Publick Approbation, draw on them the Eyes of 
Men, and reſt in this State, as People who are ente- 
red into Order. They make Religion enter in as a 
Part of their Merit, but rather to raiſe the reſt than to 
make the Ground of their Character, which 1s what 
renders them culpable more than it juſtifies them. It 
is certain that what is called Merit in the World gives 
to thoſe that have it an Advantage above the common 


Sort of Men; but it is not for them to ſet themſelves 


out with their fine Qualities, to dazzle thoſe that look 


at them, and to make them idolize them. Tis that 


they may have ſomething gloriouſly to ſacrifice to 
God, in renouncing them all, to pleaſe him: Tis 


that they may prefer his Approbation to that of Men. 


For to renounce one's Vices is an equivocal Thing. 


and one may do it thro' Self- love, or in order to pleaſe 


the World, which indeed makes more Account of 


Virtue chat Vice; but to renounce what the World 


eſteems, (and which gives us Occaſion to eſteem our- 
ſelves) to prefer to this Eſteem the ſecret Approba- 
tion of God has nothing in it that is equivocal; it 
can be nothing but the Deſire of pleaſing him that 
can have this Effect upon us, and there 1s nothing but 
God himſelf that can give us this Deſire. | 
This is, without Contradiction, the true Merit, bs 


| ſo much the greater as it triumphs over the other, and 


raiſes itſelf on its Ruins, and by ſo much the more a» 
grecable to God, as the Examples which People of 


Diſtinction give Mankind have more Weight with 


them than thoſe of _— * . 
But, 
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But, independently of this, the true Merit has its 
Character, and, without endeavouring to impoſe on 


one's ſelf, tis impoſſible to miſtake it. The leaſt one 
can ſuppoſe of it is, that it muſt be ſuitable to Man, 
thro* the whole Extent of his Deſtiny, and that it 


muſt not leave him at his going out of the World, 


when he ought to begin to find his Account in it, and 
enjoy the Fruits of his Labour. Man being placed 
in Time as in the Road to Eternity, he ought to ſet a 


Value on the Things he finds on his Road, not accor- 


ding to what they are in themſelves, but by the Rela» 
tion they have to him. He ought to look on every 
Thing as an Obſtacle that ſtops and hinders him in his 
Journey, and tell himſelf that the true Man of Merit 
is he who, inſtead of amuſing himſelf, and bounding 


and regard Amuſements. for what they are, and to 
reckon among Amuſements every Thing that is not 
comprehended in his Taſk, every Thing that Provi- 
dence has not charged him with, and which others 
would do if he did not; eſpecially he ſhould remem- 
ber that it is eſſential to true Merit to draw on him 


that has it, Contradictions, and in no ſort Approbati- 


ons; to make him worthy by Croſſes from the Part 


of thoſe who live but for Time, and to whom what 


relates to Eternity appears either as a Folly, or elſe as 
4 Subject of Vexation. God will have it ſo in favour: 
of thoſe who prefer Eternity to Time. He diſpenſes 
Croſſes to them, and Condemnations, becauſe they 


dase Croſſes and Condemnations ſupported: for the 
Love of him, that he will reward in Eternity. He 


cannot recompence what had for its Motive the Ap- 


probation of Men. Thoſe who have fought it have 


attained their End, and have juftly nothing to demand 


beyond it. But much leſs can he be wanting to thoſe: 


1 
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who have had Himſelf for their End; his Will ſhall 


be agreeable to them, and make their Happineſs in 


Eternity, fo far as it was agreeable: to them in Time, 


and ſo far as chey have conſented i it ſhould make their 
Merit. 


Thoſe who in eri thenifoliek off by vin by 


Qualities which they ſuppoſe to be as agreeable to 


God in Proportion as they are approved by Men, de- 
ceive themſelves, and do not give Attention to the 


End they have in View, and 1 in which God admits no 


Partnerſhip. Once more, *tis the End and Motives 


that decide all; and *tis their Duty to examine them- 
ſelves thereon, and not to believe the Opinions which 
ethers have of them rather than the Teſtimony of 
their own Hearts where their Motives are diſcovered, 


The World impoſes on him who'would impoſe on it, 
and the Cheat we would put on others eaſily falls back 
on ourſelves. There is nothing but the true Light, - 
the Divine Word, which ſpeaks to us in the Bottom 


of the Heart, that can enlighten us in our Paſſage 


thro* the World, and preſerve us from the Turnings 
that preſent themſelves to us, and among which that 
of the eſtabliſh*d Merit is dangerous by its plauſible 


Appearance. Tis a Way which ſeems right to Man, 
even to him who is in Humanity, and who has his 


Eyes open to what he ſees before him; but the Iſſue 
nid leads to Death, which he does not fee. 
The Rich Man, who was cloathed with Purple and 


fine Linnen, and ho rejoiced ſplendidly every Day, 


what, in ſhort, did he do more than is done by Peo- 
ple of the World, who are called People of Merit ? 
He is interred too; after his Death Men ſpeak of 
him with Eulogiums ; they make him a Model of 


Perfection, and place him in Paradiſe; while no one 
fays a Word of the poor Lazarus, in whom there 
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was nothing remarkable but his Ulcers, and whom 
the Rich Man, as well as others, diſdained, altho* La- 
zarus apply d to him for Support in bis Poverty. 
But with all the Praiſes which Men gave this Rich 
Man, as much a Man and a Son of Abrabam as he 
may be, he is in Hell, in a Place of Torments; from 
thence he only ſees afar off Lazarus in the Boſom of 
Abraham, in that ſweet Peace which is the Recom- 
pence of the Bitterneſſes of Faith ſupported by Pati- 
ence. He reckon'd to have got there ar once, and 
he is yet a great Way off. 
This Parable of the Rich Man e and who is 
unjuſtly call'd the wicked Rich Man, and of Lazarus 
covered with Ulcers, and deſpiſed, is worthy the 
Attention of People of Merit, and relates to them 
more nearly than may appear at firſt View. *Tis to 
them that it properly relates. But this Man who here 
repreſents them, and is ſhewn to them in Torments, 
is not eaſily known by their Eyes, no more than they, 
throꝰ the Appearances they aſſume, are to be known by 
the Eyes of others. In the mean while they need have 
no Difficulty to comprehend that this Parable is more 
extenſive than appears at firſt; and *tis to them who 
diſtinguiſh themſelves from the Common of Man- 
kind that we are permitted to talk a Language which 
the Common oſ Mankind would reject, it we were 
to talk to them in it. It is certain that the ſumptuous 
Outſide of a Rich Man is not here the only Thing in 
Queſtion, no more than the Poverty oppoſed to thoſe 
Riches, and the divers Circumſtances of thoſe Things. 
External Riches are a Figure of internal Riches, and 
the Ulcers, which ferve to cleanſe the Body, ſhadow 
out ſomething analogous in regard to the Soul; a Pu- 
riſication that gives ſtrange Appearances to thoſe in 
n it is at Work, and diſtinguiſhes them for the 
per- 


— 
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perfect Oppoſites to the People of Merit. The moſt 
underſtanding Men would not know their Friends in 
this Condition, and would condemn inſtead of com- 


forting them. The Dogs which lick theſe Ulcers are 
- thoſe 1 cleanſe the Outſide, and to whom we 
ſhould not abandon thoſe Lazarus q. But Providence, 
to render their Evils ſupportable, will make even the 
Dogs kind to them, and by that Means confound 
thoſe Men who abandon them. He that is here ſpo- 


ken of, far from diſcharging his Duty to them, thinks 
of nothing but to appear in his Purple before thoſe 


who admire him, anc to ſet forth his eminent Quali- 
ties, which impoſe on Mankind, to take Pleaſure in 
himſelf, in his fine Linnen, in his own Righteouſneſs, 
which renders his Dreſs compleat. Every Day he 


makes his abundant Merit ſhine forth, and has a Plea- 
ſure in making the moſt of it, and in making himſelf 
ealy thereon. Tis himſelf that he regales, and to 
whom he gives the Honour of all the Good in his 
Poſſeſſion, and not to God, to whom he ought to 
refer it. | 

It is neceflury that this falſe Satisfaction i in a Man, 


in a Son of Abrabam, ſhould be ex piated before he 


can get to his Father, and rejoice in having practiſed 
the Vertues which make him acknowledge him for 
his Son. The Part of his Body in which he ſuffers 
moſt is his Tongue, which happens to him as much 
for having his own Glory in View, in the Words 
which he has ſpoken, as for having eaten deliciouſly. 
But in his Sufferings (which ſerved as a Purificati- 
on to him, as the Ulcers did to Lazarus) Abraham 
comforts him, and owns him for his Son; and he 
himſelf (who does not quite loſe his Courage) ſpeaks 


to him of another Father yet. *Twas to the Houſe 
| of this common F ather, that he would have Lazarus 
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ſent; chat Part of the Farth' where Men oily 
| God as if they were his Children. 

Chriſtendom is this Houſe; the Rich Man has 
there Five Brethren, and' he would have certified to 
them the Truth, which reaches the renouncing of 


| Appearances, as well as che Pleafores, of Life, fo far 


as we make it the Ordinary of Life; that they might 
Know the Condition in which he was, in order that 
they might not come into that Place of Torment. 


Charity makes a Part of his Character, and this 
Circumſtance clearly demonſtrates, that tis a Man of 


Merit, and by no means an ill Man, that is here re- 
ſented to us. Even in his Sufferings he is concer- 
ned for the People of his Order; he knows how far 
they are from miſtruſting the Lot that awaits therti at 
the End of Life, and he would preferve them from 
the Torments which he endures. Their Number, the 
Number of Six Brethren, is a Defignation of as many 
Periods marked out'to Chriſtianity, in which this Sort 
of Riches is look*d on as what is moſt perfect. It is 
well that thoſe whom this. Parable regards ſhould know 
that they are arrived at the Sixth Period, and that 
their Order ſhall not reach to the Seventh. Another 
Sort of Merit ſhall reign then. Simplicity, and the 
Fear of God extended thro* the whole Life, ſhall be 
acknowledged as conſtituting the Perfection of Man; 
and thoſe who bring many to Righteouſneſs ſhall then 
be.the People of Merit. This is the Merit we wiſh 
them. As they are, tis confeſſed, they are what the 
World has of Beſt and moſt Beautiful; but the World 
ſhall periſh in what it has of Fine and Eſtimable as 
' well as what it has of Bad. And it ſhall be und 


that true Merit conſiſts in not being a Man of this 


World, but in daring to give ourſelves up to Religt- 


on, and to what the Divine TOR? requires of 5 
with- 
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without earing what may be the Conſequence from 
Men; \as Merit and Courage, according to the 


World, conſiſts in daring to do every Thing that has 


the Approbation of Men, without being afraid of 
what may happen from it with regard to God. .The 
Oppoſition that is between God and the World is a 


decided Truth. What is great in the Eyes of Men 


is an Abomination before God. With this the Bre- 
thren of this Rich Man have Moſes and the Prophets 


(Conſcience within and the Witneſſes of Truth with= 


out), which will tell them all they want to know. Tis 
their Buſineſs to give Attention to them, and not to 
expect more convincing Teftimonies, or that they 
ſhould be addreſſed to them in 2 more particular 
Manner. 

Men are not Men but by Relig gion, by the Heart 
filled with the Fear of God, and Wprightets, Tis 
the Heart, ſays Divine Wiſtom, that I require of 
them; without that I have no Good to do them. I 
will prepare it for my Habitation, and they ſhall be 
infinitely Gainers by giving it me. In the State in 
which it is, empty of Sentiments, and of all that 
makes the. Contentment of Man, and filled with that 
only which tends to give Appearances, it is of no Uſe 


to them; it languiſhes under the Yoke of their own: 


Reaſon, to which they have ſubjected it no leſs than 
under that of the Paſſions, ok whence Reaſon 
thould guard it; and inſtead of ſerving them as a Re- 
treat from the Evils that ſurround them, it is a Place 


of Torment, which ſends them back to thoſe Evils 


Inquietude, Trouble, Fear, Sollicitude, Suſpicion, 
Hatred, and Vengeance are lodged there, and baniſh 


Man from himſelf. Turn'd Wanderer, he runs here- 


and there, and knows not what he ſeeks; he throws 


Mane into Occupations that are not aggorable to 
m 
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him, and-into Amufements that cannot tranquilize 
him. Sometimes he gives himſelf up to Libertiniſm 


and Irreligion; at others, to the Opinions and Imagi- 


nations of Men, and to all that they give him for 


Religion. Every Thing that flatters and promiſes hin: 
either preſent Happineſs or future Salvation he adopts; 


as a Man, afflicted with a long Diſtemper, gives him- 
ſelf up to thoſe who talk to him of a Cure, and cry 


up their Medicines, and by that Means compleats his 


* 


Deſtruction. | 


I am ready to change this unhappy State, ſays Di- 


vine Wiſdom, and I require nothing from Man be- 
fides that Confidence which he is not tired with giving, 
to thoſe who have ſo long amuſed him. I will drive 
from his Heart the Troop of Enemies that lays it 


waſte. I will reſtore Tranquility there, and I will 


make for Man a Home, a Place where he may take 
Refuge, and find that which to no Purpoſe he ſeeks 


without, Peace, which ſhall ſtand him in ſtead of all 


Things, and which puts an End to all his Inquietudes, 
in unlooſening what is divine in him, by ſetting at Li- 

berty the Inſtinct, which is, as it were, in Captivity 
there, and cannot do its Office. I will aſſign him the 
Work which is convenient for him, the Taſk of eve- 
ry Day; to his Labour ſhall ſucceed ſweet Repoſe, to 
which at preſent he is as much a Stranger as to the 

Work; and the Work itſelf I will render eaſy and a- 
agreeable. to him. I will make thoſe Sentiments to 
grow up in him which nouriſh the Confidence I re- 
quire from him, and which excuſes him from having 
Recourſe to Reaſonings, from which he draws no 


Advantage. I will make him recover the Reliſh for 
ſimple Truth, which Men had cauſed him to loſe, by. 


their Compoſitions, by their Productions of the Head, 


which only preſent (to thoſe who ſeck after Men) a 


vain 
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vain Knowledge, which nouriſhes not; but my Truth 
call nouriſh him, and make him proſper. Knowledge 
itſelf, true Knowledge, ſhall not be wanting; a 
Thoufand and a Thouſand new Truths ſhall ariſe in 


the Heart where 1 inhabit. They ſhall cover it, as 
the flowery Herb covers the green Meadows in Spring- 


time; and my new Abode in the Heart of my 


” riends ſhalt indeed produce the Spring in them. | 


From thence, as from a bleſſed Seed, it ſhall ſpread 1 it= 
ſelf over the Earth; Men ſhall e the Truth 
which the falſe Se had darkened and made to 


diſappear, and I will bring them back to the Simple, 


to the Divine, from whence their Attachment to 


what is from Man had ſet them at a Diſtance. I will 
bring on the Earth happy Times, in which Honetty 


and Simplicity ſhall rake place of Fraud and Artifice ; 
Times in which Men fhall- be valued by the Heart, 
which they ſhall cultivate, and which ſhall furniſh 


them, like a happy Soil, with good Things in Abun- 
dance, without their being obliged, as in Times paſt, 


to heap up borrowed and falſe Riches, to make for 
themſelves apparent Virtues, which neither have God 


for their Principie or End: Eſpecially I will do them 


Good, by teaching them to converſe with the Divini- 


ty, and to ſpeak to him in the Language of the 
Heart, which he hkes, and for which they have ſub- 


ſtituted that of the Head, which God diſdains if the 
Heart is not there, and which: for the moſt Part, the 
Heart itfelf difdains, and refitihs to enter into it. 


From henceforward, therefore, let Men turn to- 
wards me; let them enter into Lprightneſs, into the 
Situation in which they will profper ; as People go in- 
to a pure Air, which more than any Thing contri- 
butes to reſtore thoſe who are weak. Let them give 
up their Hearts, hien I i and where all the 


Good 
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| Good which God ordains for them muſt be begotten, 
to the End that after I have ploughed it up, and pre- 
pared it to bring forth, I may ſow it. Let them from 
henceforward be attentive to what they are told by 
the Divine Inftinf?, by whoſe Voice I ſpeak to them. 
All the Time they reſiſt me is loſt to them, and 


they themſelves will be loſt, if they perſiſt in re- 


fiſting me; for they are no longer Times in which 


the Divinity, who was but lictle known, excuſed in 


Men their Lukewarmneſs to do his Will, their lan- 
zuſhing Religion, and their Life ſpent in Eaſe and 


lumber. The Light begins to ſhine upon them, and 


God requires of them the Works of the Light and 
of the Day, Uprightneſs, eſpecially an Uprightneſs 
that extends to Evil as well as to Good, to the End 
that the Good may proſper and ſtrengthen in them, 


and that the Evil may grow weak and be loft, Up- 


rightneſs makes the main Thing in Man; whatever 
elſe he may aim at will not repair the Want of Up- 
rightneſs. This Defect excludes all thoſe in whom it 


is not found from all the Advantages ordained for Hu- 
manity, and from the happy Times in which 1 it muſt 


flouriſh on the Earth. 
Mien are offended with the low 8 of the 


Inſtinct within them, and at its mute Language, and 


they form an Idea of the Divine as of ſomething 
pompous, and which carries all before it, in which 
they deceive themſelves, and confound the Times of 
the Lowneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, in whom all the Divine 


is center*d, with thoſe of that Glory which his Abaſe- 
ment produces. They even ſhew a Forgetfulneſs of 


that external Chriſtianity they make Profeſſion of. 
We muſt put them in Mind that they are engaged ta 
adore an Infant, an Infant born in a Stable, among 


Brute Animals, & lain in a Manger. And perhaps this 
one 


sf 
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ene might help them to obſerve ſome Relation between 
this myſterious. Birth (fo uncommon in its Circum- 


ſtances) and what 1 is required of them with regard to 


the Divine Inſtinct. Might not the Heart of Man 
be conſidered as this Stable, a' Place to be cleanſed; 

and the familiar domeſtic Awmals which lodge toge- 
ther there, might not they repreſent the kind and be- 
neficent Affections of well -diſpoſed Perſons in whom 
this Birth may take Place? The Manger in which 
the Child was lain, may it not ſhadow out the ſame 


good Diſpoſition, a Diſpoſition to preſerve and nou- 
riſh the good Affections which Providence has diſpen- 


ſed to us, and which tends alſo to nouriſh the Child 
itlelf ? 

This Child in the Manger of the Heart, 1s it not 
the Nouriſhment of the Soul ? And is not the Divine 
Inſtinct the ſame; that on which the Soul ſubſiſts? Is 
it not the Life of the Soul? This Infant grew, and 
became a Man, and thoſe who adored him in his 
mean Eſtate had no Reaſon to repent of it. 5 


This Man, a Man as yet without Appearance, and 'z 


rejected by the greateſt Part of thoſe who knew him, 
did wonderful Things. And, at the Time when 
thoſe who followed hin im leaſt expected i it, he changed 
Form, and appeared to them ſparkling with Glory. 


It will be thus with the Iuſtindt that is in us. Let us re- 


ſpect it whilſt it is but a Child, and ſpeaks to us a mute 
Language. This Language is ſufficient to turn us from 
Evil and carry us to Good, to determine us toward 
the Path which we ought to tread, and make us do our 


Taſk. Ler us do whact it requires of us. Let us afford 


the Inſtinct its Nouriſhment, which is to do the Will of 
him from whom it comes, and it will not be always a 
Child: It will grow in Stature and Comelineſs, and its 


Objcurity will not Jaſt long. The Timg will come 
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de dien te him in his Glory, and when he ſhall 
enlighten us for the Knowledge of all Truth. Even 
Miracles ſhall not be wanting. The Divine Inftin® 
| ſhall operate in us (if he finds Faith there) all that 
which he (who was outward all that the Inſtinct in us 
is inwardly) wrought outwardly, All theſe Miracles, 
which were Figures of what he will work inwardly, 
at his ſecond Coming in Spirit, and which 1s as exten- 
five as that which was in the Fleſh (in a Time when 
Parables and Figures had Place) was bounded. He 
wrought thofe Miracles in a very ſtrange Manner, ſince 
he declares thoſe happy who ſaw them, and were not 
_ offended in him; and he ſhall continue this Manner 
working. Let us know the Meſſiah by the Offence 
which Men take up againſt him, even thoſe who are 
otherwiſe good People, as well as by the Good he 
does to thoſe who have the F aith he requires of them, 
and whom he comes to aſſiſt. Let us acknowledge 
the Wonders themſelves which the Meſſiah operates 
for Divine, by the Scandal which W them, 
and which drives away the Prophane. 
The Reaſon of Man, always ready to exalt itſelf, 
and to go beyond its Sphere (and always blind when 
it goes beyond it), cannot but rebel againſt what is 
Divine, and condemn it; for the Divine is always op- 
ſite to the Reafon, which exalts, and always tends 
towards its Condemnation. The Divinity, fupremely 
free, and whoſe Will is the firſt Source of all Good, 
has confined himſelf within no Rules, not even with- 
in thoſe that he would ſeem to have impoſed on him- 
- felf. He is pleaſed to go beyond them, to confound 
Men, who would ſet them as Bounds to him. By 
this Means there will be a continual War between 
their proud Reaſon and the Divine Truth; and Man 


cannot have a Reliſh for the Truth, for the Divine, 
but 
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but mM renouncing all Reaſonings thereon, by renoun- 
_ cing them for a Time, and by giving up himſelf to 
the Sentiments of his Heart, and to that Simplicity 
to which the Divine is adapted, by putting himſelf in 
an entire Dependence on the Divine Will. This Will , 
is manifeſted to him by the Divine Inſtine, by that 
which every one is called to hearken to in his own 
Heart. The outward Teſtimony will exhort Men to 
hearken to it in themſelves, as at the Time in which 
he ſpoke to Men outwardly. A Voice from Heaven 
told them they ſhould hear him outwardly, and they 
ſhall comprehend that, as heretofore he came in the 
Fleſh, he yet comes; that he comes to dwell in Man, 
and renew him by his Word. Thus is the Myſtery of 
the latter Times, the great Myſtery, agreeing perfect- 
ly with the Nature of God and the Nature of Man; 
and, declared as it is in the Scriptures, it is aſtoniſhing 
that Men who profeſs to believe the Scriptures, and 
who like to reflect on what agrees or diſagrees, ſnould 
be ignorant of it. He who knows this Truth knows 
the one Thing neceſſary, and does not much trouble 
himſelf about the reſt; even he refuſes to know Jeſus 
Chriſt according to the Fleſh, or, as the latter manie 
feſts him to the Reaſon, as he has formerly known 
him ; he reckons this Knowledge among what is old 
and paſt, and he ſticks to what is new, to what is 
Spirit and Life, and proves efficacious in him for his 
Renovation. If an Apoſtle of Jeſus Chriſt hath de- 
clared-himſelf thus far, for this inward Knowledge, it 
ſhould ſeem that the Divinity of the In/in#7, of the 
Word of God pronounced in Man (and which indeed 
ought to be acknowledged as God) is ſufficiently pro- 
ved. But thoſe among Men who are the Oppoſite ta 
the Apoſtles of Jeſus Chriſt, thoſe who under his 
Name give forth their own Words, know not this 
5 3 Myſtery; 
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nations it favours, give not the Knowledge of it. We 
muſt receive it from above. 

They do in our Days what the Teachers of Old 
did; they build, they pretend to erect the Temple of 
God, and they reject that which is the principal Stone 
of the Corner. Tis his Lot to be miſtaken and re- 
jected, and in this Senſe too Jeſus Chriſt is the fame 


To-day, Yeſterday, and forever, as long as it ſhall be 


in queſtion to know him by Faith, and not by Sight. 

The Time for the Manifeſtation of the Wonders 
of Divine Wiſdom is come ; for he for whom they 
are performed, the Marvellous himſelf, comes, and 
is about to manifeſt himſelf, and Men ſhall find 
to what Degree they are deficient in Faith as well 
as in Diſcernment, in the Reliſh of what comes to 
them from Divine Wiſdom. His Book, the Scrip- 
tures, . which muſt be a Book of Wonders, and which 
hitherto has been in Obſcurity, is about to come out 
of it and appear 1n that Splendor which befits it, but 
which does not agree with the Eyes of Men clouded 
with Darkneſs ; that Wiſdom which has dictated it 


will take off the mean Dreſs that has covered it, and 


hid its Secrets from prophane Eyes. In the magnifi- 
cent Habit, which was not ſeen under the other, it is 
about to dazzle and ſurprize thoſe who handled and 


abuſed it, the Doctors, who had ſeized it for them- 


ſelves, and darken'd it Lap others. And Men Hall fee 
what has been the Knowledge of their Doctors, and 
what Service they have been of to them. Tnſtead of 
making Uſe of the Teſtimonies of this Divine Book, 


as far as it was underſtood by them, ſimply to confirm 


Men in Good and drive them from Evil, they have 
made Uſe of it chiefly to frame the Science which 
they call Divinity; a Texture of Dogmas and Opint- 
g 5 Ons 


Myſtery; for Fleſh and Blood, Reaſon and the Incli· 


12 
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ons which the Spirit of God had never in View, which 
the Patriarchs, the Prophets, Jeſus Chriſt, and his 
Apoſtles have never known, and what has done Men 
all the Damage that their Reaſon, armed with the 
Letter, which kills, could do them. They have drawn 
from the Scriptures wherewith to trouble and frighten 
the Simple, the Peaceable of the Earth. whom the 
inward Attractions ſubdue to the Will of God more 
than to them. On the other Side, they have made 
them ſerve to encourage and ſtrengthen the raſh ones, 
(thoſe in whom the Spirit of the World exalts itſelf ) 
and to unite them in Intereſt with themſelves. Inſtead _ 
of making the moſt of the Truths which this Book, 
by its whole Tenor, eſtabliſhes, and reſting upon 
them in their Teachings; inſtead of making Nen 
comprehend the Necellity of chuſing between God 
and the World, of tearing God in Singleneſs of Heart 
and doing his Will they have fixed on all Sorts of 
Particularities, which make Men loſe Sight of thoſe 
oreat Truths. They have found out Shifts, Reaſons 
which in an indirect Manner excuſe from the Fear of 
God, and the Neceflity of renouncing the World ; 
and, after having made Science their Alt, they have 
made it the Whole of Men to be inſtructed. They 
have heaped up out of the Divine Writings what 
might jultify Men who are become their Children, 
and made as they are, or who are converted as they 
are converted; and they have been prevailed on to 
continue their Converſions, and no longer to be 
frightened at a juſtified Courſe of Life. They have 
alſo been inſenſibly led to ſet a Value on a Religion 
that juſtifies them, to ſtick by this Juſtification, and 
to drop the reſt, to hear it ſpoken of, and to look Up: 
On it, as made for that End. 25 | 


9 4 | But 
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But the Doctors have more eſpecially diſcredited the 
Divine Writings, in making them look on them, nor 
as Writings whoſe Obſcurities included Depths, My- 
ſteries which ſurpaſſed their Reach, and which ſhould 
one Day diſcover themſelves, but as Writings under- 


ſtood by them, and which contained Things like all 
thoſe which they relate of it. The Words of Jeſus 


Chriſt, whoſe Depth extends thro?” all Time, and be- 


yond the Duration of Heaven and Earth, they have 
bounded them, as far as was in their Power, to the 
then Times, and have applied them to trifling Cir- 
cumſtances, agrecable to their Knowledge. By this, 
and by giving them that Uſage they.give to the Spirit 
that has produced them, by correfing and explaining 

them in their Way, they have made them like their 
own Productions, and expoſed them to the Ridicule 
of Libertines, as well as co the Diſlike of reaſonable 
People. As Divine Writings, which are not to be 
affronted with Impunity, they are about to revepge 
themſelves for the Wrong which has been fo long 
done them; they are about to bring forth againſt. 
thoſe raſh and impious Men the piercing Teſtimony 
which they hide under the Letter, as a ſharp Sword is 
hid under the Scabbard that incloſes it. On the other 
Side, they are about to rejoice the Upright and Sim- 
ple, and to be the Delight of thoſe who love the 
Truth, and who are in Expectation of its Appearance, 
of thoſe who ſhall have dared to deſpiſe the plauſible 
Productions of Men, and to prefer to them the ſtill 
Language of the Divine Inſtinct, and the ſecret Senti- 
ments of their Hearts. What Wiſdom, what De pth, 
hall they find in the Divine Writings | What Juſtneſs 
quite divine, and which extends ſelf even to the 
, alt Expreſſions! What Delicacy ſhall they fee ſhine 


07th in them What new Taſte for the True, for 
the 
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the Divine, ſhall they not draw from them! How 
great ſhall be the common Aſtoniſhment when they fee 


that it is neither the Wife nor Underſtanding who read 
and explain them, but ſimple and ignorant People, 


who have more of the Child than the Doctor that 
ſuch underſtand thoſe Riddles with Eaſe, and as if 
they explained themſelves to them. But the Divine 
Writings ſhall eſpecially prove themſelves ſo, and fur- 
prize Men in preſenting. them an exact Hiſtory of 
what mult happen in the Times on which we enter, 
the latter Times; or rather a Hiſtory of all that which 
is ready to come to pals, and which is rendered con- 
ſiderable by this very Circumſtance, that it is found 
written and declared before hand in the Book of the 
Divinity. 1 | 


\ 


Man ſhall then know if he wants Attention to what 


regards them; whether he diſdains to caſt his Eye on 
what they call little Things, and which, collected to- 
gether, make a frightful Enormity. His Book re- 
ſembles a Concave Mirror, which, by Reflection, re- 
preſents in Little what exiſts in Great; and Men who 


ſee clear ſhall put it to this Uſe, But it has yet ano-— 


ther, which is not leſs conſiderable ; it will alſo be 
found to be a Burning Mirror, which, by concentring 
the Rays of the Sun, ſets fire to what is oppoſite to 


it. Then when they ſhall ſee the burning Point make 


the Earth its Focus, they ſhall know what the Divine 
Inſtindt is; for "tis by its Means that the Scripture 


ſhall be underſtood ; and further, tis by its Means 
that it ſhall be accompliſhed; that the Threatnings as 


well as Promiſes which it contains ſhall be fulfilled. 
Then ſhall they comprehend the Uſe of this Book, 
how much its Workmanſhip ſurpaſſes that of the 


Books which Men make. What Effect will it have 


with regard to all thoſe Works of Emptineſs which a- 
e Tl muſe 


rr 
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muſe and buſy Mankind! What Diſdain will it beget 


for that vile Heap called Erudition ! What Contempt 
for the Science which they reverence as Holy, and 


which for the moſt part ſerved only to extinguiſh the 
Spark of Holineſs in them, as well as to make them N 


not know Holineſs where it really was! How great 


ſhall be their Indignation when they ſhall ſee "ther 


what they have made them look upon as Light was 
Wahat principally hindered them from ſeeing clear, and 


covered them with Darkneſs ! that Things of no Im- 


portance, and which they had no Buſineſs with, have 
been revered by them for many Ages; and that du- 
ring all this Time theſe very Things have laid chem 


waſte by the Diviſions they have occalioned and 25 


up among them! 


In the Times on which we enter (in the Times of 


Truth, and which ſhall afford Light, in order that 


Men may be righteous to accompliſh, and not o 
know merely) falſe Science, the vain Iimaginations _ 


which Leiſure and Blindneſs have framed, The] Produc- 
tions of Darkneſs, which have turned the Day into 


Night, ſhall diſappear, and ſhall run to hide them- 
ſelves in the Heads of the Learned; as Bats, when 


the Night is paſt, go to hide themſelves in thoſe Ruins 
from whence they came out. If in thoſe Times a 
Doctor ſhould dare to appear abroad with his Ortho- 


doxy, he would be a mere Spectacle to Men. and 
they would laugh at him as much as at meeting a. 


Watchman who ſhould appear in broad Day in his 


Night Equipage, with his brown Bill, and lighted by 


his Lanthorn. 


There is another Book, ſays Divine W iſſom, 


which is not leis exact than the Scripture; it is more 


general and more wonderful ſtill; and yet Men Who 


have it in their Keeping, and turn it over inceſſantly, 


ave =; 
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have never perceived that it was a Book, that the 
were Inſtructions as well as Pictures. This Book is 
Nature written in living Characters. Divine Wiſdom 
has formed them with her own Hand, and ſhe has 


hid all her Secrets under the Shell of the Letter, 
where thoſe ſtop who cannot read. The Scripture 


frequently quotes this Book by the Compariſons it 


draws from it, and by which it confirms it, if it wants 
Confirmation. But it is ſtriking by itſelf, and it has 


aà Character of Divinity, which diſtinguiſhes it for 


what it is. It ſhall raviſh with Admiration all thoſe 
among Men who have their Eyes open, and who 
ſhall have been inſtructed in the School of Wiſdom, 
and it ſhall give them ſome Idea of the Wonders of 


Creation, as well as of the Excellence of Man, for 


whom they were created, and who has a Capacity to 
comprehend them. „ 
Thoſe who hitherto have been looked upon as ca- 


pable (and who have only that Capacity which is ac- 


quired in the Schools where themſelves are the Doc- 
tors) have reaſoned on the Outſide of this Book. 
have ſet themſelves to diſcover the Structure of it, 
which does not regard them ; and what might regard 
them, its Contents, in which its chiefly wonderful, 
they have taken no Pains to diſcover, nor have ever 
conſidered if there was any thing there to be diſcove- 
red. Their Reaſoning has not led them to conclude, 

that it was inconſiſtent with the\ Divine Wiſdom to 
have given Man the Deſire of knowing, and the Ca- 


pacity of unfolding, without at the ſame Time pre- 


ſenting him Objects which ſhould anſwer to this Gift, 
Things to conſider and to untold, and that the Won» 
ders of Nature, the Riddles with which ſhe preſents 
us, might be uſeful to this End. Do Oe 
The Uſe which they have made of it, by enjoying 
| all 


/ 
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all they could enjoy, has contented them, and they 
have not once thought that it was not probable that 
Divine Wiſdom ſhould have made fo many Things 
only that they might enjoy them, that they might ſa- 
tisfy the irregular Deſircs of Man; that he ſhould 
have made them with Care, and in a Manner which 
ſhewed Deſign, without his having any, without his 
being determined by ſome End worthy himſelf, to 

make Things in the Way they are made. | 

The Doctors have got no more Knowledge by the 
Uſe they have made of Nature than the Rats acquire 
by the Books they cat. They affect the Knowledge 
of Divine Things, and would have Men inſtructed 

by them, whilſt they know not Natural Things, 
which are an Image of the Divine, made to lead us 
to them, and which Divine Wiſdom has ſet before our 
Eyes for that End. 

They are ,ignorant that all that Nature produces, 
and even what Men produce, when Divine Wiſdom 
directs them, is the Figure of inviſible Things which 
it concerns Men to know, and which are perfectly re- 

fented by it; that this alone agreed with Nature, 
and could jettle that Relation between it and Man 
which there ought to be; that it was neceſſary there 
ſhould be fuch a Difference as a good and bad Uſe of 
Things, to the End that Man might be able to make 
a Choice, that they might have ſomething to make a 
Diſtinction between them and the Brutes, who enjoy 
Nature without knowing it, The Doctors are igno- 
rant in what conſiſts the Excellence of Nature, or 
what makes the Excellence of Scripture, becauſe they 
do not enquire of that Divine Wiſdom whence Na- 
ture and the Scriptures procceded, becauſe they have 
no Mind to be obliged to her for their Knowledge. 

That Uprightneks, that Fear of God, that renoun- 
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- cing our own Senſe, which prepare Man for the Inſtruc- 
tions that come from her, are Preparatives that are 
difagreeable to them. They apply to that which is 
acquired with leſs Trouble. They aſk one another as 
blind Men may, and their Knowledges are ſuch as 
blind Men may acquire. The ſame Blindneſs that 
produces and makes them be given, cauſes that they 
are received and valued. It is alfo true that Nature 1s 


not the Book of the Doctors. *TFis the Book of Man, 


of him who confents that God ſhould ſpeak to him. 
t is writ in no particular Language, hut in one that 
all Men may underftand; and if in the Times on 
which we enter all do not underſtand it, if all Men 
Pe not the Signification of the Myſteries of Nature, 
they ſhall at leaſt be explained to all. This Explica- 
tion ſhall make them comprehend that there'is a Di- 
vine Wifdom, whoſe Operations are extended over all 
Things, and fill the Univerſe ; that there is nothing, 
without Exception, where it does not ſhew itſelf, and 
ſpeak to the Man who underſtands its Language. 
The Intelligence which diſcovers thoſe Myſteries, the 
Underftanding which is in the Heart of Man, of him 
who is in Dependence on the Divine Inſtin#, is infi- 
nitely ſuperior to Reafon, which depends on the Or- 
gans of the Body, and lets itfelf be corrupted by the 
natural Inclination. | 
They will then comprehend that the Fear of God 
15 the Source of all Good to Man,, of all Knowledge, 
as well as all Virtue. You who take Pleaſure in Rea- 
ding, and who, in ſhort, muſt be diſguſted to find 


conſtantly the ſame Things only diſpoſed in a diffe- 


rent, Manner : You who ſeek for ſomething new, and 
to whom it is promiſed : You Men of Senſe, ſee your 
Books which Wiſdom has prepared for you, Nature, 
the Scripture, and your own” Wein (where the Un- 

: derſtanding 
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derſtanding of the Whole is to be met with * and 
which in itſelf (by the Principles of Truth which are 
there) is a Book as wonderful as the others. Theſe 
Books will ſatisfy you entirely when you have the Di- 
vine Inftinf} for a Teacher. He directs thoſe in the 
Search after Truth, who are willing to be conducted 
by him, as well as in what relates to Life, when *tis 
to Action and Life that they devote the Truth, and 
when they have the Courage to deſpiſe what only a- 
muſes and leads to vain Speculations. 
Let us from henceforward begin to ſtick by him, 
and drop the Doctors, with their methodical Wordi- 
neſs and reaſoned Pedantries, all thoſe who have no- 
thing to ſay to Men, all thoſe who under promiſing 
Titles only write thro* Reſtleſſneſs and Vainglory; and 
whoſe Readers are their Dupes. 
In loſing the Taſte they have formed in us, the 
K aſte for Trifles as well as what does not concern us, 
in getting rid of this Taſte in us, as a worſe Thing 
than the falſe Knowledge that nouriſhes it, let us form 
in its ſtead the Taſte for what is real and relates to us, 
for the ſimple Truth, for all that is ſuitable for Man. 
This Diſpoſition adorns Man as much by itſelf as by 
the Knowledge which relates to it. If after this you 
read the Wriings of Men, it will be the Writings of 
thoſe who are truly Men ; Books which have a Rela- 
tion to thoſe others, and which, by exact Explanati- 
ons, will render the underſtanding them eaſy to you. 
All true Good comes from me, ſays Wiſdom. 1 
teach Men to honour God, and to depend upon him ; | 
and *tis I that unite them among themſelves, and 
lace in their Society the Order that ſtrengthens it. 
How is it poſſible they ſhould miſtake me ſo far as to 
take a Stranger for me, who diſhonours the Divinity, 


by the unworthy Ideas ſhe gives them of him, and 
who 
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who troubles Society by the Diviſions which ſhe ſows . 
in it, and by the Value which ſhe cauſes them to ſet 
on Opinions which in Truth are worth nothing, and 
which in the ſame Manner only ſerve to keep Diviſion . 
alive? Her Doctrine is borrowed, and her Words 
are artificial; a falſe Eloquence, where the Heart has 
no Share, amuſes thoſe who are called together to hear 
her. How can they attribute all this to me? Or, if 
it is I, and not a Stranger, that laviſh on them all 
thoſe Inſtructions on which they feed, how comes it 
that I ſhould be fo different from myſelf, that Men 
ſhould differ on my Account more than on any other, 
not with regard to the Good and Evil which I make 
manifeſt in them, and which muſt place an Oppoſition 
between them, but with regard to the different Dog- 
mas which they form themſelves? Opinions which 
they might be well contented to be without, and Ce- 
remonies which cannot make them better, ſeparate 
them, and keep them divided. Tho' theſe Things 
did them no other Harm than to amuſe them, and 
leave them always the ſame, they might eaſily con- 

clude they were not obliged to me for them. How 
can they attribute them to me when they do them all 
poſſible Miſchief, and they cannot demonſtrate the 
leaſt Good to reſult from them? They draw leſs Ad- 


vantage from the Inſtructions they attribute to me than 


the moſt barbarous People draw from the Sentiments 
which remain in their Hearts, amidſt thoſe Opinions 
which they form in their Heads; and theſe unpoliſh'd. 
People ſurpaſs them in good Senſe, in what is moſt. 
important, in what regards the good or evil Deſtiny 
of Man. The general and confuſed Ideas which they: 
have thereon are ſuch as influence the Ordinary of 
their Life, and ſerve them to regulate it; and they 
are far from believing that theſe Ideas alone, that the 
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Acknowledgement which they make of it, ſtands 
them in ſtead of Religion. The groſs Images which 
they form of the Deity ſhew how far they are from 
knowing him with that Knowledge which Revelation 
gives. Now true it is that in this Reſpect God has 
at pleaſed to hide himſelf from them ; but the Ig- 
norance in which they are, and the Differences be- 


| tween them about Religion, and even about their Di- 


vinities themfelves, don't make them Enemies to each 
other, and feek their mutual Deſtruction; or at leaſt 
theſe Madneſſes are not common among them. They 
are corrupted like all other Men; but they cannot be 
accuſed of makipg uſe of Religion to increaſe their 
Corruption (to make Falſhood to ſubſiſt in them, and 
to ſtrengthen it). What they call Religion does not 
plunge them into a Security, into an Indifference to- 
wards what is good; that is worſe than Corruption it- 
elf. They indeed bow their Knees to Idols, but the 
Love of Good and Hatred towards Evil are not ab- 
ſorbed in them, by the Worſhip which they render 
them. They continue to reverence the Sentiments 
innate to Man, and every one is valued among them 


in Proportion to the Effect theſe Sentiments have on 


him. They ſuffer the Divine Inftinf, which produ- 
ces them, to act, and they have really Religion. 
The juſt God will judge thoſe ignorant Men accor- 


ding to the Ignorance from whence it has not pleaſed 


him to draw them, and he will require no more of 
them. He is not like to an auſtere and hard Maſter, 
who reaps where he has not jown, and gathers where he 
Bas not ſtramed, as the unprofitable Servant accuſed 
him. He will be contented with the real Reſpect 


' which they have for what is Divine in them, with the 


Worſhip which they render'd him in the Bottom of 


their Hearts, in Proportion as he has manifeſted 1 7 | 
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ſelf to them. The Idolatry hateful to God among 
thoſe who ought to know and keep themſelves attach- . 


ed to him is not that which is brought about by Igno- . 


rance. |. Ignorance never was the great Evil of Man. 

»Tis what the Malignity of the Heart produces which 
withdraws him from the Divine Will, and forms 

Gods agreeable to his own. *Tis' the Idolatry which 

ſets up the Creatures for Divinities, and makes us de- 

pend on them, either for Truth, which only comes 

from God, or elſe for our good and evil Deſtiny, 
1 which alſo we ought to expect from Providence. 
I g!heſe are the Gods which hinder us from ſeeing the 
FP.ace of the true God, as they alſo hinder him from 

if « cauſing the Light of his Countenance to ſhine upon 
us. Theſe are the Gods upon his Face, that the 


Law fo ſtrongly forbids us to have. The other is 


5 but a Figure of this, and does not greatly anger the 
N Divinity; but this irritates him, and cauſes the Miſe- 

ry of thoſe who boaſt they know him, in preferring 
to him Creatures, Men like themſelves; in doing 
their Will rather than his, and in preferring to his 
Truth the Dogmas and Opinions of Men, they re- 
nounce his Spirit, that Spirit which leads into all 
Truth, and ſets Men at Liberty who are acquainted 
with it; and they give themſelves up to the Spirit of 
Sect and Slavery, more oppoſite to the Spirit of 
Truth and Liberty than natural Ignorance, and per - 
haps mere ſo than that Libertiniſm which Nature pro- 

dagks a7; ©; 21 92 

They join in acknowledging One God, and in re- 
ferring themſelves about him to One Divine Book; 

| 175 . but 
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k There is a Note that this is a true Tranſlation of this Expreſſi- 
on in the Law. | i, | 
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but on Account of ſome different Circumſtances of 


the Worſhip Which they render to him, and the dif- 
ferent Manners of underſtanding ſome Words of the 
Book, they violate its whole Contents, all that is moſt 


eſſential in what God requires of them, and about 


which they are agreed among themſelves. And where 


is it; in ſhort, that Prophanenels and Atheiſm (or the 
Endeavours towards it) ate honourable, and looked 


upon as F reedom-of Thought? And where are Un- 


cleanneſs and Liberriniſm become as H eightenings to 


Diſcourſe by the Manner of uttering them ? | Barba- 


rous People have never renounced Humanity thus far. 


They have net adorn'd themſelves with Infamy, and 
in their Nakedneſs they have more Modeſty than there 


is among thoſe who are cloathed, and who, for the 
moſt Part, conceal Filthineſs under a fine Appearance. 

This is true in every Senſe, and is what makes their 
Unhappineſs. Is it Religion ? Are they the Truths 
of Chriſtianity which render thoſe among Men to 


whom they are declared worſe than thoſe who know 
them not? No; *tis their daring to abuſe them: 

*Tis thoſe among them who are very bad, and make 
Profeſſion to render them good, that do them all the 


Miſchief. In their extreme Corruption they corrupt 
both the Truth which they handle and Men who ex- 


pect to receive it from them; as a bad Leaven cor- 
rupts the whole Maſs with which it is mixed. They 
diſcredit Conſcience, which is the Bridle of Man, and 
in its ſtead ſubſtitute Science, Diſcourſes in the Air. 
They ſpeak: Peace, and apply the Divine Ptomiſes to 


be and deceitful Men, who by that Means forti?- 
fy themſelves in their Malignity, and become com- 


pleat. Atheiſts and Monſters. 
If one could diſabuſe thoſe who pride themſelves in 


the Name of Chr — and make them look _ 
wi 


Va 
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with other Eyes thoſe who bear a leſs Name, and whom 


from thence they take Occaſion to deſpiſe, one ſhould 
do them a conſiderable Service. The wrong Compa- 


riſons they make between themſelves and the Pagans 


would fall of courſe, and they would make others leſs 
to their own Honour, and which would be of more 
Uſe to them. It ſeems that Providence had this in 
View, as it has permitted that the Writings of ſome - 


of the Pagans ſhould be handed down to us, and that 
we ſhould be informed of the Lives of ſome others. 


The Pagans are Men like us, and like us they are be- 
loved by the Creator, in Proportion as they anſwer 
the End of their Creation. If, inſtead of giving them 
an honourable Name, or a glorious Taſk, he has gi- 


ven them one that abaſes them, tis not thro? any Ha- 


tred that he has to them; for he hates none of his 
Creatures. It is becauſe there ſhould be a Diverſity 
among Men, which might afford him Room to mani- 


feſt his Wiſdom and Juſtice in the Variety of Re- 


wards and Puniſhments which he ſhould” appoint. 
Thoſe among the Pagans who finiſh their Taſk ſhall 
be treated and recompenſed as faithful Servants, even 


preferably to thoſe Chriſtians with whom they have 
the ſame Degree of Juſtice. ' Theſe latter, who have 


a greater Taſk, and who pride themſelves in it, ſhall 
be ſeverely puniſhed if they fail to perform it, more 


ſeverely than thoſe Pagans, to whoſe Level they are 


deſcended, And 'tis this Way that Things are ten- 


ding, both on one Side and on the other, 


Let us therefore judge better than we do of the Pa- 

gans, who, generally ſpeaking, are better People 
than we are; and eſpecially let us have more Regard 
for thoſe among them who may one Day riſe up in 


Judgment againſt us, for thoſe would be aur Judges al- 


ready in their Writings would we but apply them. Let 


3 us 
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us know them, and this Knowledge may help us to 
know ourſelves, which we want, and by that Means 


become a very uſeful Knowledge to us. Socrates, E- 


pictetus, Marc. Antoninus, and others beſides, were 
not a different Sort of Men among the Pagans which 


were ſent to them; theſe; juſt Men were taken out 
from amongſt them; and, = among us thofe of the 


moſt Merit are cloſely follow'd by others who aſpire 
to it, it cannot be doubted but in different Degrees 
they had their Equals as well as their Inferiors. Theſe 
Men ordained to be known, as Others are to remain 
unknown, thefe Men more known by us than the o- 
others, were not content to be virtuous according to 
the common Notion of Vertue; they had God for 
rheir End, and devoted the Ordinary of their Life to 
him. "The Motives (which make the Value of Hu- 
man Actions) were in them as they ought to have 
been; and Divine Wiſdom, has borne them Witneſs in 
manifeſting herſelf to them, in order to enlighten 


them, as well as to guide them. She has infuſed into 


their Writings that inſinuating Truth, that deep Senſe, 


which renders the Diſcourſes of Men valuable, and 


-which are never in the Writings of ſuch who are not 


devoted to her. And why was ſhe pleaſed that the 
Writings of an Emperor and a Slave ſhould have 
been handed down to us, and make us know the Gifts 


ſhe has conferred on them, but to teach us that ſhe 
knew the Pagans from the leaſt to the greateſt ; that ſhe 


favoured every one of them as ſhe ſaw meet, and that 
the different Conditions of Men as little hinder *em re- 
ceiving her Gifts as their different Religions or Beliefs ? 
The little that we know of the Lives of thoſe two 
Men does not belye their Writings, and makes us re- 
gret that we know not the reſt, Providence has plea- 


led the Life of Socrates ſhould have been more known 
| ſed 
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to us; that he ſhould have been ſet as an Example to 
Men, by what ſpeaks louder than Human Writings, 
by the familiar Commerce which the Spirit that gui- 
ded him entered into with him, and by all the Advan- 
tage he reaped by this Commerce, without any other 
Alſſiſtance (without being obliged for his Ability to 
Inſtructions from abroad); the Obedience rendered to 
the Divine Inſtindt, to the Voice which ſpoke to him 
in his Heart, gave him all the Ability I was neceſ- 
ſary to confound the Sophiſts, the Doctors of thoſe 
Times; from whence all Eſtabliſhment of the Truth 
muſt take its Beginning. He prevailed on Men to 
make Room in themſelves for ſound Ideas, and his A- 
bility had every Mark of true Ability, ſo ſcarce a- 
mong us; of that which ariſes from the Heart's being 
devoted to Truth; the Ability which tends more to 
deſtroy the Prejudices which are Obſtacles to Man 
than to make him receive Truths that do not concern 
him. The ſimple Obedience which Socrates render d 
to his Genius, to the Divine tin within him, did 
only procure him thoſe great Advantages, but, of one 
born a Pagan, and brought up among the Errors and 
Corruptions of the Times in which he lived, made him 
a holy Man; a Man ſeparated a Evil to a Degree 
that thoſe Times and the DeFgns of Providence then 
required; a Man, who, after having employ d his 
Lite in inſtructing Mankind, after having anſwered 


: the Vocation which he received for that End received 


the Reward of the Witneſſes, what ſeals the Divine 
Truth, Calumnies and Accuſations from corrupt Men, 
whom bb endeavoured to make better, and Death it- 
ſelf, which he ſuffered with Tranquility, and in ſuch a 
Manner as muſt confound thoſe who contend that the 
future Happineſs or Miſery of a Man is determin'd by 


they call Chriſtianity and Heatheniſm. 
E 3 | what 
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Theſe People deſtroy, by the wrong Reaſoninga 
which they make on this Subject, that ſalutary Confufi- 
on which the Diſcourſes and the Life of thoſe exem- 
plary Men might occaſion, not only to the vicious 


en of our Times, but even ta good People, to thoſe 


of them who in their Relaxations fer Bounds to this 
Character, which the Pagans have not done. In eve- 
ry View, in our Times as well as in thoſe that are paſt, 
we may abundantly find among the Pagans where- 
with to confound thoſe who pride themſelves in the 


Knowledge of the True God; and with whom it goes 


no further than juſt pronouncing his Name; to fay 
To- day Lord] and again To- morrow Lord! in the 
reiterated Worſhip which they render him, without 


doing his Will, without ferving him, Thus alfo the 


grand Tryal is about to manifelt the Works of Men, 
and let them ſee what their $6 27 is. The violent 


Rain, and overflowing Floods, the Inundations of 


War formed ſuddenly and near at hand, and thoſe 
which in a greater Number come from afar, and the 
formidable Winds of the Spirit of God, which muſt 
put every Thing in Motion, are about to prove the 
eat Edifice of Religion, as well as the by 

dings of every one in particular which : compoſe it. 
It will be ſeen if they are built on the Rock on which 
they profeſs to depend if they ſtand the Shock ta 
which they ſhall be expoſed, or if, by their Fall, by 
their very great Ruin, they ſhew themſelves built on 
che fluctuating Sand of Man's Word, which coRififts 
mn underſtanding without accompliſhing. | 

The terrible Revolution which muſt renew the 


Knowledge of a God, become as ſuperannuated a+ 


mong Men, has been already, and ſhall yet be, decla- 
red 18 them ʒ but Men are taught to deſpiſe theſe Ad- 
| vertiſements, and to regard as Fanaticiſm all that Di- 
bf | vine 
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vine Wiſdom may cauſe to be declared to them by the 
Prophets, the Witneſſes of Truth, that ſhe might 
ſend to them, as well as not to attend to what ſhe 
might ſpeak to them by the inward Sent iments. 
There ſhall come no more Prophets, ſay thoſe to 
them who have ſet themſelves in the Place of the 
Prophets, and ſpeak Peace to them; and they be- 
lieve them. On this Head it would be right to diſa- 
buſe Men, and let them ſee the Ground of what their 
Doctors ſay to them thereupon, and what Confidence 
they ought ta have in them, The Divinity ſpeaks 
to Men "by the Word, which he pronounces in the 
Heart of every Man, ta let him know his preſent 
Will; but all Men do not hearken to it, and he is ob- 


liged to ſpeak outwardly to Men become outward, to 
ſend” them Meſſengers who may ſpeak to them as 
from him, and who are themſelves inwardly directed 


by his Spirit. When he has any extraordinary War- 
ning to give us, he ſends us Prophets; he puts his 
Word into the Mouths of ſome, and into the Hearts 
of others. The firſt declare the Truth to fimple 
Souls who have Faith ; the latter preſent it to thoſe 
who like Reaſoning, which they make uſe of that 
they may receive it. The Divine Inſtinct then owns 
and directs it, and it differs from the raſh Reaſoning 
of thoſe who turn Men aſide from the Truth as much 
as the Iron with which the Loadſtone is armed and 
fortified differs from common Iron, which by its Ap- 


proach might hinder its Operation, The Voice of 


Conſcience, and that of the Witneſſes. of Truth, 
were at all Times the Ways of the Divinity to ſpeak 
to Men, and 'till the Times come that all Men are 
immediately taught by him, that the Divine Inflin# 
{et at Liberty in them does its Office in all, thoſe 


al be always " Ways; they agree both with tho 
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Divinity and with Man. There is no Reaſon to make 


him change them, nor are there any other Ways 


more exact to make them ſucceſsful. If there are 


People to whom they are diſagreeable, tis thoſe 


who have their own Word to put off, thoſe who, be- 


ing entered, thro' falſe Motives, into the Eccleſiaſtical - 


Order teach tor Gain, and who, to extend it, and to 
merit the Salary they receive, extend their Teachings, 


and entertain Mankind with a thouſand Things that 


are out of Seaſon, with what they have learnt from 
their Schools and their Books. They would have 
Difficulty to vend all thoſe Inutilities, if Conſcience, 
in its ſuccinct Language, (and perfectly adapted to 
the preſent State of Man) was heard, if Men knew 
the Difference between that Truth which | is Light, 
between Divine Truth and what they give them for 
Truth, and which is nothing but an Image of it, that 
dazzles them: Their Doctors and their blind Guides 
are obliged either to ſet at a Diſtance. from them this 
Knowledge, to reject in themſelves the Voice of 
Conſcience, or to ceaſe carrying on the Trade which 
they do, and which their Conſcience would diſapprove 
did they not ſtifle or confine it. It would reprove 
them for raſhly undertaking to ſerve as Guides to o- 
thers in a Way in which they themſelves do not tra- 


del, and would firſt of all require of them to be con- 


verted themſelves before they Pe to convert o- 
thers. 


Refuſing to hear it in themſelves when it talks this 
Language t to them, they cannot but reject it in others, 


and are not only of the Number of thoſe to whom the 
Divinity manifeſts himſelf not, and whom he makes 
no Uſe of to manifeſt himſelf to others; but are in a 
_ Way which leads them to every thing that is bad both 

for themſelves and others. Being no longer reſtrained 


by 


recommended to Men. 7 3 


by what alone is capabie of reſtraining Men in their 
evil Inclinations, they give themſelves up to that 
which is in them, to the falſe Intereſt that guides them, 
and they are the Dupes of that Malignity of Heart 
which they would not ſuffer to be deſtroyed in them. 
It tells them, that to ſupport themſelves in the Em- 
ployment which they have choſen it is not ſufficient to - 
difcredit the inward Word, to caſt out and kill the In- 
fine, which is the Heir, that the Inheritance may be 
theirs, but they ought to ſettle it as an important 
Point that there ſhall be no more Prophets, Men a- 
nimated by the Spirit of God, who, without Fear of 
diſpleaſing Men, ſhall tell them the Truth that is 
convenient for them, and who would not fail to tell it 
to themſelves, and to tell them terrible Truths too. 
The Scripture, ſay they, the Scripture contains all 
that God has to ſay to Man; it is ſufficient for us; 
and all theſe Novelties are of no Uſe. They make 
of the Words which God has cauſed to be written as 
a Text to be explained by his Spirit, when he ſhall 
judge proper. ' They make of it, I fay, a Word 
quite explained by what they ſay about it, and they 
take Means to hinder the Divine Being from ſpeaking 
to us that which muſt eſpecially make Way for it, and 
make us acknowledge the Words of the Divinity for 
what they are. They ſubject the Divinity more to 
his own Book than they ſubject themſelves to it, and 
by the Explanation which they give of this Divine 
Book, they undervalue and darken it, inſtead of ma- 
king it underſtood and reverenced. The Scripture 
has inconteſtably a hidden Senſe, and tho' this Senſe 
ſhould not be diſcovered, it muſt- be ſuppoſed. A 
Divine Book muſt have it, and by that Means be 
_ diſtinguiſhed from the Books of Men: But, to the 


5 great Joy « of - thoſe who have ſuppoſed this inward 
Senſe, 
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Senſe, it begins to ſhew itſelf. The Divinity by this 
Means ſpeaks to the inward Man, capable of compre- 
hending it, and this new Senſe of the Scriptures will 
be found as much more important than the old Senſe, 
by which it only ſpoke to the Reaſon, as the inward 
Man is more important than the corporal Man, whom 
Reaſon 1s capable of guiding. In this Senſe the Scrip- 
ture is a Book ſealed to the Doctors, and none but the 
Spirit of God can give us the Underſtanding of it, 
and thus, with regard to the Scripture itſelf, we have 
Need that the Divine Wiſdom ſhould ſend us Pro- 


phets, Wiſemen, and Scribes; and ſhe has promiſed 


ro ſend them to us. By thè Obſtacles which their E- 
nemies endeavour to throw in their Way, they think 
to provide for their own Safety, and hinder thoſe 
whole Places they fill (and who indeed would be what 
they have moſt to fear) from coming to trouble them; 
and for the ſame Reaſon they hate they ſhould come, 
which alone can hinder them from doing Men all the 


Miſchief and Evil that falſe Doctors and falſe Prophets 


can do them, and they draw on themſelves the Ac- 


compliſhment of the Threatnings which the Scripture - 


denounces on them. The Divinity permitted that 
they ſucceeded thus far in their Deſign, that they 
ſhould attain that Dominion they had in View, in or- 
der that the Malignity of corrupted Man, his Capaci- 
ty to ſeduce by the Means of Knowledge, and his 
Inclination to give himſelf up to that Seduction 


which flatters him, ſhould be entirely manifeſted, and 


give Room for the Divine Juſtice to manifeſt itſelf in 
the ſame Proportion. FD 


The Times of this Manifeſtation, the Times 


which muſt change the Face of Things, are come, 
and tend to put an End to Seduction. The Doctors 
and raſn Guides, thoſe who hate one of the . 
| 5 | | KCTS 
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ſters they have undertaken to ſerve and love the o- 
ther; thoſe who have ſpoken to Men on the Part of 
God without his having given them Order, without 
his having made himſelf known to them, without ha- 
ving done it in his Fear, and, what is a neceſſary Re- 
ſult from it, without having ſeriouſly endeavoured to 
beget this Fear in others; thoſe who after having put 
under the Buſhel' which meaſures out to them their 
Salary the Light which they pretend to have, and 
who will not that Men, who in Truth have the Light, 
ſhould put it on the Candleſtick, that it may en- 
lighten all that are in the Houſe; thoſe who have de- 
cided there ſhall be no more Prophets, and have 
taught Men to reject them, when the Divine Mercy 
might ſend them to them; all the Doctors and Lea- 
ders, who think themſelves in Security, becauſe the 
feel themſelves united in Character and Intereft wit 
Men, from whom they ſeek their Portion, ſhall meet 
with a terrible one-; and all their Skill, all their Pre- 
caution, ſhall not guard them againſt it. Aſter ha- 
ving been ſufficiently. recompenſed by Men, whom 
they have ſerved, and ſerved to their Liking, it re- 
mains alſo that they inuuld receive a Recompence 
from Him to whom Men belong, and towards whom 
they have not led them; from Him whoſe Servants 
they have declared themſelves to be, and whoſe Inte- 
reſts, in the Eyes of all the Earth, they have ſacrifi- 
ced to their own: He prepares one for them that 
ſhall furprize them, and, at the fame Time, ſhall let 
all the Earth know, that he whom they call Lord 
knows them not; that they are the Blind, who ſee 
not the Ditch which is prepared for them, and into 
which they are ready to fall; for the Divine Book, 
the Scripture, which they make a Trade of explai- 
ning, ſets it before their Eyes in all its n 
. ut 


76 : - De Inſtincl 


But they ſee it not; and by a double Degree of Blind- 


neſs, which the Divine Juſtice diſpenſes to them for 


having deſpiſed Prophecies, they ſhall not ſee it, 
. when thoſe who have the Spirit of Prophecy ſhall 
ſhew it to them. They ſhall lead into it with them 
. thoſe among Men who have followed them to the 
End; all thoſe who would let themſelves be turned aſide 
by reaſoning from the Voice of Conſcience awakened 
in them, and the external Teſtimonies which are ad- 
. dreſſed to them, and which their Conſcience confirms. 
Thoſe who declare themſelves contrary to the Di- 
vine Truth, to the Stone rejected, and become the 
. chief ae of the Corner, ſhall fall on it in endeavou- 
ring to oppoſe it, and ſhall be bruiſed; bnt it ſhall 
grind the others to Powder, the Authors of all that 


Evil, on which it ſhall fall. 


He whom they encounter will oppoſe to that Sort 


of Order they have eſtabliſhed a Sort of Diſorder ; 
to that Wiſdom which maintains and makes valuable 
this Order he will oppoſe Fooliſhneſs ; to that Strength 
with which their Wiſdom aids itſelf he will oppoſe 


Weakneſs: His Fooliſhneſs and his Weakneſs ſhall - 


be found ſtronger than the Strength and Wiſdom of 
Man. By this he ſhall manifeſt himſelf to Men as 


the Living God, as the Wonderful and Mighty God. 


It is to be wiſhed that Men had other Ideas of the 


Judgments they muſt go through, and the State of 
Souls after Death. Thoſe which their Doctors give 
them have always been very inſufficient. But in the 

Times on which we enter, when the Scourges of 


Sol are about to ravage the Earth, they are like to 


Prove more fatal to them than ever. They only ſpeak 


to them of a certain Day of Judgment, ſo diſtant in 
the Ideas they form of it, that, in that reſpect, it is 


put into a Proverb. On che Iſſue of this they 1 85 
en 
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Men go into Heaven or Hell; but moſtly into Hea- 
ven, whoſe Entrance they render very eaſy. Other 


eſtabliſhed Manners of ſpeaking place Men in Hea- 


ven on their leaving this World; ſo that one Way 
or another they find what makes them ſecure on that 
Head, and wherewith to comfort themſelves under 
the Neceſſity of dying. In the mean while it would 


be better for Men to know that they muſt paſs thro? 
very ſevere Judgments, by different Judgments, and 


which anfwer to the Creation of Man in the Image 


God. The firſt is that which paſſes in the Conſcience, 
which is the Tribunal of God within us, where his 


Spirit judges us continually. If we ſuffer ourſelves to 


be judged by him it is as if we judged ourſelves; and 
by this we do what is recommended to us, and which 


make one of the Praiſes of the Sons of Abraham. As 


the Omiſſion of this“ Judgment is one of the Re- 


proaches made to the Scribes and Phariſees, the Man 


who ſubmits himſelf to this Judgment of the Spirit of 
God, and does not confine it, avoids being judged 
after another Manner, and enters by Death into Life. 
This is the Advantage of the Saints and Diſciples of 
Feſus Chriſt, of thoſe who believe truly in him, and 


take up his Croſs. There is the Judgment when Je- 
ſus Chriſt, at the Time when he ſhall reign as King, 
judges the Gentiles, all thoſe among Men, conducted 
mediately ; and to whom nevertheleſs he had offered 
himſelf as a Shepherd; as him who is the true Shep- 
herd of Souls, and who by their Faith or their Incre- 
dulity had rendered him favourable to them, or the 
contrary. All thoſe who ſhall either have done Good, 
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* All the "Tranſlators put the Word Juſtice, and Uprightneſs, 


inſtead of the Word J udgment, which is in the Text Gen, Xviit. 19, 


Math. xxili. 2 3. 
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or refuſed to do it, to the leaſt of thoſe whota he a6 
knowledged for his Brethren, and who having paſt 
through this Judgment ſhall then reign with him. 
This Judgment will come to paſs during the Reign 
of Jeſus Chrift upon the Earth, which ſhall not laſt 
leſs than a Thouſand Years, and into Which one enters 
by the firſt Reſurrection; for *tis then that he reigns 
as King. Thoſe of the Gentiles to whom this Judg- 
ment is favourable ſhall partake in the Joy of 2 
Juſt, whom they ſhall have comforted in their Afflic- 
tion, and fhall enter into eternal Life; and thoſe 
who ſhall have oppoſed him, thoſe who through the 
Hardneſs of their Heart ſhall have refuſed to comfort 
the Afflicted of Feſus Chrif, on the Occaſions he pre- 
fented to them, ſhall go into eternal Fire. Every 
Thing that relates to Jeſus Chrift is ſo important, that 
even externally, and as he inhabits'in his own, Men 
have an Opportunity of rendering him favourable to 
them, and ſhould be careful not to turn into Wrath 
that Grace which is offered to them. ; 
At length the laſt, the univerſal, Judgment is held. 
God himſelf, God as Creator, is here the Judge ; for 
as Father he Judges no Man. 
I be Dead, thoſe who have not that Life of the Soul 
they ought to have, are judged, not according to the 
Works of Faith, which they have not known, but ac- 
cording to their Works, as far as in their Nature they 
have been good or evil, Thoſe to whom this Judg- 
ment is favourable ſhall not, therefore, enter into e- 
ternal Life, into a State of Felicity and Glory, like 
the others; they are only ſaved from the ſecond 
Death, into which they were in Danger of falling; 
and they {hall be under the Reign of God what com- 
mon Men are under the of the SP of the 


Earth. 
The 
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The Sea, which at the Time of this Judgment 
gives up its Dead, is not ſimply the natural Sea, 
which at the Time of the Deluge ſwallowed up thoſe 
that periſhed in it. We muſt further underſtand by 
it the World, which ſwallows up in the ſame Manner 
thoſe who take Pleaſure in it, all thoſe who ſuffer 
themſelves to be withdrawn from the Tribunal of 
God, from Conſcience. And the Number of thoſe 
Dead is much larger than the other. All Men be- 
come Fleſh; all thoſe who live but to content their 
natural Deſires are the Dead of this vaſt Sea; the o- 
thers were but an Image of it, as the Sea is of the 
World. Tis eſpecially the future Lot of the domeſ- 
tic Condition in its Corruption, thoſe quite taken up 
with the Concerns and Intereſts of this preſent Life, 
that is painted out to us by this, and the Deluge is 
an Image of this Swallowing up. Another State 
more ſad, called Death, is of ſuch who go further than 
giving themſelves up (thro! Weakneſs) to all that 
can ſatisfy their Senſes. To give themſelves a full 
Swing, they ate not afraid to commit all Sorts of In- 
juſtice, and they.at laſt go fo far as to ſtifle Conſcience, 
that Seed of Life which is in them. Thoſe are en- 
tirely dead, and among others they give a Proof of 
it, in becoming Perſecutors, in giving, without Pain, 
as thoſe who have loſt all Feeling, bodily Death 
to thoſe who ate as the Seed of Life upon Earth. 
Theſe are Men internally bad of the Political 
Order. „ Fe . 
Hell is a worſe State, more terrible yet. Tis that 
of Men who, not content with giving themſelves up 
to Evil without Reſerve, do as it were devote them- 
ſelves to it from Inclination, who hate what is good, 
the Divine oppoſed to what comes from them, and 
make Wat on it, in ſeeking to deſtroy what oy 
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from God. Theſe are Men entirely corrupt of the 
Eccleſiaſtical Order. They improve on Death as Re- 
ligion improves on Nature, and animate that Hell 
which is manifeſted on the Earth thro? their Means. 

Death and Hell, joined together, give up their Dead. 
From Men corrupted to this Degree, and who have, 

in Concert as it were, ſwallowed up thoſe who have 
yielded themſelves up to them, theſe Dead are rede- 
manded. They ſet before the Tribunal of God thoſe 
Men they hat withdrawn from it, thoſe they had 
hindered from foliowing their Conſcience (from do- 
ing the Will of God) to do their Will, and whom 
by this Means they had cauſed to renonnce that Life 
which ſhould animate them. Theſe Dead, as well 
as thoſe of the Sea, ſhall be judged by their Works; 

but Death and Hell, which have withdrawn them 
from the Divine Will, ſhall be caſt into the Lake of 
Fire. The Enemies of Truth in the Political and 
and Eccleſiaſtical Order, thoſe who in- Hhbeir extream 
Malignity are become even Death and Hell, and 
have ſtrengthened each other for the Deſtruction of 
Mankind, ſhall be joined together in their Puniſh- 
ment, Which ſhall be aggravated by this Circum- 
ſtance, During Life they plunged themſelves into a 
Lake, into a Gulph, of Corruption, to ſatisty them- 
leives ; in Evil, which they loved from Inclination ; 
this anſwers to a Lake of Fire, where they ſhall ſatis- 
fy Divine Juſtice. They ſhall there be melted down, 
as in a melting Pot, as a bad Piece of Work, which 
diſhonours him who made it. The Beginning of their 
Judgment ſhall come to paſs when the Beaſt and. falſe 
Prophet are ſeized alive, and thrown into the Lake of 
Fire. Theſe are the Chiefs of the Order of Perfecu- 
tors. Here they are accompanied by all thoſe who be- 


longed to them, and who till chen had only been pu- 
| niſhed 
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of Dead which they have produced, and which fub- 


ject them to this laſt Judgment, inflames anew the 

Wrath of God, and cauſes him to puniſh them with 

the laſt Severity. The Burning of Sodom and Go- 

morrba, where at preſent is found a Lake which ſmells 
of Fire and eee is an e on this terrible 
Judgment. 

Abet this Sentence is pronomiced on which fills 

with Fear and Deſpair thoſe whom it regards, there 


55 yet the Book of Life, the Book of the Divine 


Mercy, which judges to Life thoſe who. are found 
written there. Whoever is not found in the Book 
of Life, if, in the Search which is made for all thoſe 
to whom it is poſſible to ſhew Favour, there ſhall 
be found any in whom there is nothing that ſhould 

move the Pity of God towards his loſt Crea- 

ture, the Sentence pronounced is executed ; he is 
thrown into the Lake of Fire (which is the ſecond 

Death), into the Fire of Refining, which, to find 


” out Evil in the Bottom of the Soul, whers it is 


rooted, diſſolves, as we may ſay, the Soul itſelf; 
as a precious Metal which is to be puriſied is render d 
liquid by the Violence of the Fire, to the End that 
the Alloy, which renders it impure, may be ſepara- 
ted. All the Fury of which Man is n and 
which had ſecretly animated him againſt others, is 
here turned againſt himſelf, and makes D Ring feel what 
chat Death is which he has preferred to Life, and of 
which the Death of the Body, with all the Agonies 
attending it, is but an Image. This is the true Death, 
the Death formidable by its Duration, as well as by 
what is grievous in itlelf, ſince tis che laſt b 
that tall be deſtroyed, t.. 
Theſe are the = wheve the Divinirg, with 
F regard 
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regard to the Myſtery of his moſt holy Trinity, ma- 
nifeſts himſelf in Juſtice, as in the Creation of Man 
5 after his Image he manifeſted himſelf in Goodneſs. 
There is yet one Sort of Judgment given immedi- 
7 — after Death. By this the Soul learns its Deſtiny, 
either to enter into States of Purification, which finiſh 
in lier the Work of Salvation begun on the Earth, 
and to give her that perfect Holineſs, which ſhe has 
neglected, and hour which no Man ſhall fee God, 
or to enter into the dark Abodes where the Souls en- 


 firely corrupted await that Judgment which muſt give 


them up to the Puniſhment they have deſerved, or fi- 
nally to enter into that Place of Reſt ordained- for 
thoſe who have finiſhed their Taſk, This judgment 
is pronounced by the Miniſtry of Angels, who, in 
their different Orders, regulated on the Difference of 
Souls, put it in Execution. *Tis in relation to this 
Judgment that one may underſtand what is ſaid in ge- 
neral, that it is 1 that all Men ſhould die, and 
that there ſhould be a Judgment for them. The 
Scripture gives a Warning to thoſe who neglect to paſs 
thro that inward Judgment which, puts Men in Securi- 
ty with regard to other Judgments; and this War- 
ning is of the utmoſt Importance in thoſe Times, in 
which Death is about to place Men in the different 
States which I have juſt deſcribed. Agree with your 
Adverſary preſently ; do not delay to ſatisfy Divine 
Juſtice, — — accuſes you in your Conſcience, and 
bears Witneſs againſt you. Do it while you are in the 
Way with him, while Conſcience ſpeaks to Man, and 
that, to give Place for this Agreement, the Scourges 
threaten d to be inflicted on the Inhabitants of the 
Earth are ſuſpended, whilſt Divine Mercy which has 
fred a Time for it, renders the Thing eafy ; for 
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God, who pronounces on Man a Decree that gives 
him up to hunſelf, and reſerves him for Puniſhment, 
and the Judge to the Miniſter of Juſtice, to Death, 
which 1s going to mow down Men come to their Ma- | 
turity, and to cut them from off the Earth; and that 
you may not be put in Priſon, in the deep Places of 
the Earth, where thoſe Souls are detained who, thro® 
their Inclination for earthly Things, have put off to 

the future what was required of them for the preſent, 
or who have reckon'd the Voice of Conſcience, which 
ſpoke to them, as a little Thing ; all thoſe who owe 
| little or much to the Divine Juſtice, which, in order 
to {et them free, made itſelf known to them in their 
Hearts. I tell you of a Truth you ſhall not get out 
till you have paid the uttermoſt Farthing. Do not 
let yourſelves be impoſed on by thoſe who flatter you 
__ an aſſured Salvation, founded on the Divine Mer- 
cy, and given becauſe of Creeds and Ceremonies, a 
glorious Felicity, into which the Soul enters on lea - 
ving the Body, or at leaſt without further Purification. 
This Salvation is inconſiſtent with the Divine Juſtice 
and Sanctity; ànd you may reckon on it as a certain 
Thing, that if you once enter into the Priſons of the 
Juſtice of God, his Mercy will not take you out from 
thence. All the Diſobediences of which you ſhall be 
found guilty towards the Spirit of God, all the inward 
- Reproaches which you let paſs without giving them 

proper Satisfaction, ſhall be put to Accompt, and coſt 
you dear to repair. You ſhall not get our of thoſe 
Places of Puniſhment till you have fatisfied for the 
leaſt Diſobedience as well as for the greateſt; and the 
Exactneſs of the Divine Juſtice, extended even to the 


leaſt Things, ſhall teach you what it is io have the 


Eye of God turned .on Man, and what Reverence 
Ma an owes him. 
Mu. ; Let 
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Let us ſpeak to Men of Paradiſe as well as of Judg- 
ment and Hell, ſince the latter Times manifeſt it in 
the ſame Manner; and will make the Earth a Theatre 


of the Wonders of the Divine CEconomy, of the 


Wonders wrought in the Light, and in Love, as well 
as thoſe which are wrought in Darkneſs and Wrath: 


For the different Periods, which Providence cauſes to 
ſucceed one another, hive their Source in the Heart 


of Man; and it is only becauſe Divine Wiſdom ma- 


niffeſts what is hidden, that the Times become good 


or evil upon Earth. 
The terrible Judgments which ſhall cut off from 


the Earth the Enemies of Truth and Peace ariſe 
principally from the Looſe given to Evil, which till 


then had been reſtrained in them. The Divine Mer- 
ey ſhortens thoſe Times, and they ſhall but juſt paſs. 
The happy Times which ſucceed them, and which 
Mall be of ſome Duration, ſhall give a Looſe in the 
fame Manner to the Good which has been wrought in 
Men of Good-will, and which, flouriſhing and ex- 
tending itſelf on all Sides, ſhall change the Face of 
Things, and bring back Paradiſe on the Earth. The 
Juſt who are dead | have their Paradiſe in that Abode 


| agreeable to the State of Souls ſeparated from the Bo- 


dy; and the Place where they are together is proper- 


ly Paradiſe, - The Juſt who are yet in the Body have 


their Paradiſe on the Earth, ſuch as the State of Man 


here below permits. Both one and the other enjoy 


the Delights of Paradiſe in Proportion to the Good 


that is in him, and which Paradiſe gives him the En- 
joyment of. The Times ordained for this Enjoyment 


begin actually to form themſelves; and there is a Plea- 
ſure in * of Haie, e 18 Ry to Whew 1 It- 
ſelf. | 
Bai! i the Garden of God, nd a Place of De- 
light 
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light for Men; for thoſe who are truly Men, formed 
by his Hand, and made a Living Soul; as Paradiſe 
is planted by his Hand, and filled with Plants that 
have Life. The Life of the Soul confiſts'in the Di- 
vine Truth, in the Word which is declared in it, and 
which is its Light. The Man who is animated and 
quicken'd by this Life governs the Body and keeps ir 
in Order, and gives up himſelf as a free Man to all 
that the Truth requires of hint; and, what is not leſs 
eſſential to him, he is united, bi the "Feach" to who-- 
ever is a Man like himſelf, to his Neighbour,” whom” 
he loves as himſelf. However delicious Paradiſe may 
be, it is not the Place of tlie perfect Felicity of Man; 
as the Love of Truth and his Neighbour does not con- 
ſtirute' his higheſt Perfection. As a Garden, however 
fine it may be, is not the Habitation of Man, but 
only a Place that he beautifies and makes delightful, 
Paradiſe is a Place of Recreation at the End of the 
Road which Man has already gone, and of Preparati- 
on for the Road which he is yet to go, and which has 
for its End his Union with God. This Union is of a 
Nature to be augmented to Infinity; and we muſt not 
imagine that what paſſes on Earth ſhould be ſufficient 
to form ĩt in its utmoſt Intimacy; nor would the Soul, 
at its leaving the Body, be in a Condition to ſopport 
the Sight of God in all his Majeſty and Glory; and, 
for the greateſt Part of Souls, Paradiſe itſelf, which f 
is a Manifeſtation of it, is preceded by leſs glorious 
States. - ' Paradiſe is the Habitation of the Man who 
is ſo far got into Order, that Divine Truth and Bro- 
therly Love reign in him, and that by the Strength 
of this Love he ſets himſelf above the Appearances 
which take up its Place among Men; above the falſe 
Paradiſe, the reſt on the Earth proper for thoſe who 
Be G "up to 5 the Pleaſures W 5 5 it it preſen ts 
8 them. 
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them. Man enters Paradiſe by renouncing all which 
renders his Abode on the Earth dee and which 


the Reaſon of Man declares to be innocent and al- 


Jowable, but which the Divine Inſtinłt condemns, and 
for which it ſubſtitutes what is dif] poſed to make us 
diſreliſh it, and make the Earth an Hlabitastion of Pi- 
grims to us. Thoſe who under the Conduct of this 
Guide travel to the End in the narrow Way, and 
ſupport courage ouſly the Tryals to which the Singu- 
larity of the Journey expoies them, thoſe who raviſh. 
with Violence the Prize which is at the End of the 
Race, are the Inhabitants, of Paradiſe, which may be 
looked upon the Prize itſelf. Paradiſe, according to 
its firſt Foundation, is ſeparated from the reſt of che 


Earth, as a Garden is ſeparated from the Fields and 


Wien from the Places leſs cultivated, that lie round 
; and the Men ordained ro inhabit it, and who are 
1 in Scripture as a Garden themſelves, muſt 
be like it ſeparated by a different Kind of Life from 
thoſe who belong to the Earth. They muſt ſurpaſs. 
them in Purity and excellent Fruits, as a Garden well 
cultivated ſurpaſſes the Orchards which are about the 
Country, and to which. but ordinary Care is allowed 
they ought to be ſuch, as a Life ſpent in a ſolitary 
Place may have wherewith to render them happy; 
ſuch that the Tranquility they carry with them ſnould 


put them in a Condition to give themſelves up to that 


which they find there, and make them enjoy the 


Peace of their own Heart. In this Peace, and 


the Purity of Heart they enjoy that Love which 
God has towards them, and which is the Cauſe 
of their Love for God; they in ſome Sort en- 
joy God himſelf, who lets himſelf be ſeen of thoſe 
who are of a pure Heart; and this Enjoyment, prefe- 
rably to any other Thing, makes the Delight of Pa- 


bs Among themſelves they muſt be united, and 


m 
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form a Whole well faſtened together, and well pro- 
portioned, like the Trees in a Garden, which are not 
planted at Hazard, but which adom it as much by 
the Order and Equality obſerved among them, as by 
the Beauty of the different Fruits which they bear. 
Inaſmuch as Paradiſe is the Garden of God, Men 
themſelves are its Plants, planted by him, and of 
whom he himſelf takes Care, in cutting and reſtrai- 
ning them, to give them a Form which pleaſes him, 
and puts them in a Place where he will have nothing 
that is not agreeable to him. As far as Paradiſe is.2 
Place of Delight for Men, they are its Inhabitants 
that other Plants may rejoice, Plants which are the 
Images of Men, and in what they have that is exqui- 
ſite are for them what they are for God. Nature, 
Which honours Man as Man honours God, Nature en- 
tered into Order, and carried to its: firſt Pe rfection, to 
the Degree that he himſelf is, preſents him all that 
can ſatisfy him, as he preſents to God what ſatisfies 
him. But the Delights of Man become a living Soul, 
full of the Lane of Truth, and Mankind regard 
principally the Soul; as much as it ſurpaſſes the Body. 
in noble and delicate Properties, ſo much the Satisfac- 
tion it is capable of giving Man ſurpaſſes that of the 
Body, and makes him as much more happy. He be- 
comes ſo by the Knowledge of the Wonders of the 
Divine Wiſdom, which diſcover themſelves in him 
by the delicate and raviſhing Sentiment of Truth 
which preſents itſelf to him, in the Bottom of his 
Heart, and delightfully fatisfies his Thirſt for Know- 
ledge. His Heart itſelf becomes a Paradiſe for him, 
à Garden cultivated by the Divine Inſtiucts, and filled 
with Plants exquiſite by their Virtue and Odour. _ 
Every Thing that. Paradiſe has of delicious and fa- 
tisfactory, is found, as in its Eſſence, 1 in the Heart of 


Man * for Paradiſe, and tis only the perfect 
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| * chat his Heart has both with Paradiſe and 
thoſe who muſt inhabit it, and form it with him, 
which makes it a Place of Delight both for him and 
them. Truth there unfolds itſelf as in the Habitation 
which is prepared for it, in that peaceable Region 
where are found the ſweet Accords that make up its 
Harmony. Here he is ſet at large himſelf, and in gi- 
ving a Looſe to Truth he has the Satisfaction of con- 
tributing to the Happineſs of others, as well as that 
of enjoying his own, which renders it compleat, as 
Truth is. This happy State is augmented by a con- 
finual Growth; the Souls called ro glorify God, and 
to be united to him with a more intimate Union, go 
on from Gruce to Grace, and paſſing continually from 
Truth to Eife, they are no longer of that Number of 
Men whoſe Perfection only conſiſts in being a living 
Soul. The Spirit renewed in them in the ſame Man- 
ner as the Soul, in the fame Manner enters into what 
agrees with it, into the Divine Life; as the Soul is 
entered into that Life which ariſes from Truth, being 
diſengaged from the Faculties of the Soul, as che Soul 
is diſengaged from the Faculties of the Body, and u- 
nited to God, from whence it came, it reſumes its 
former F unction, to have Dominion over the Soul 
and Body. And thoſe entering this Way into their 
Origin, and becoming Men made after the Image of 
God, and according to his Likeneſs, paſs from Para- 
diſe to other Abodes, which are devoted to the Di- 
vine Life, as Paradiſe is devoted to Truth, and to that 
Eife which reſults from it: Abodes where they ſee 
God in all his Gbry, and where EP are made like 
to him. | 
The Seripture, in the Eugen which it propoſes 
to us on the Subject of Paradiſe, ſpeaks to us eſpeci- 
ay about t two gar je ame 1 the Principal My- 
20 ory. 
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ſtery of it, and which it imports to know more than 


all the reſt; for theſe myſterious Trees are found on 


the Earth as well as in Paradiſe, and if we look not 


well to ourſelves, we ſhall-be in Danger of deceiving 
ourſelves, and taking one of them for the other, as 
the Inhabitants of the Earth have done hitherto.” We 
muſt chuſe between thoſe” two very different Trees, 
and they operate our Deſtiny, not only by continuing 
us in Paradiſe when we are there, or by cauſing us to 
be driven out from thence, but᷑ alſo by giving us an 
Entrance into it, or excluding us from it. Fhat of 
the two by which we ought to abide, and which is 
planted in the midſt of Paradiſe, has this Peculiarity, 
to have little Appearance, and hardly to make itſelf 
remarked. Man, in the Condition in which he is, 
Man, who will ſee, hardly ſees it, and ſees nothing 
in it to engage him to like it; but its Virtue is great. 
it gives Eife to Man, and it gives it him forever. 
When he has taſted it he ſticks by it, and wants no 
other Nouriſhment. He feels to grow in his Heart 
(where its Operations are carried on) Uprightneſs, 
Simplicity, Sincerity, a Reliſh for the plain Truth, 
for what leads to Life, and he feels a Diſguſt for all 


the reſt. This Tree has its Name from its Virtue; it 


is called the Tree of Life, and is the true Centre of 
Paradiſe; Its Virtue flows in all the Plants which are 
there; all become ſalutary; and from it the Earth'it- 


ſelf muſt draw its Renovation. Under this Myſtery 
is repreſented to us the Divine Wiſdom, which is the 


Tree of Life, and the- Centre of Paradiſe. The o- 
ther of thoſe two Trees is the oppoſite of this; its 
Virtue is for the Head, and it has a fine Appearance; 
i ſurpaſſes that of the Tree of Life as much as the 
Figure of the Head ſurpaſſes that of the Heart; it 
bears Fruit, and this Fruit ſeems good to eat; it is 
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agreeable to che E ye, and deſirable to give one Know- | 
lege: But tis a pernicious Fruit, in giving Life to 
the Head, in rejoicing it; it ſaddens the Heart, and 
kills that which:i is Divine in it; it carries us to know 
for the meer Pleaſure of knowing, independently of 
what it ſhould produce; it makes Man enter into the 
Conſideration of Good and Evil indifferently, and 
makes him run the Changes on both; it makes him 
zeſt in the Knowledge of Good rather than. in Good 
itſelf; and the Ap 8 which he beſtows on it 
makes him take it 4 or the Accompliſhment of it. E- 
vil which ſhould not be known by him, or only known 
by the by, and enough to enable him to avoid it, it 
makes known with an extenſive Knowledge, in which 
he takes Pleaſure as in that of Good, and the Deciſi- 
on which reſults from it, the Condemnation which he 
pronounces on Evil, it makes him look on as what he 
chiefly owes. himſelf thereon, Thus in making him 
ſee Good and Evil, in the Ideas which he forms to 
himſelf of them, it makes him confound them in 
their Effect, and the whole tends to Evil, to Know- 
ledge, which is the falſe Life of the Soul. This Tree, 
as the other, takes its Name from its Properties ; * 
called the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil; 
makes the falſe Centre of "Pandit and is —＋ 
there to ſerve as a Tryal, to place a Contrariety there 
which might manifeſt the Diſpoſition of Man. By 
this Tree, eo Mit oP in its Kind as the other, is repre- 
ſented to us the-vain Knowledge which extends itſelf 
to what does not, as well as what does, relate to 
Man, and impoſes on thoſe who love Appearances. 
This is what has its Influence on the Earth, which is 
not renewed, and gives room to Men to make it a 
falſe Paradiſe. The Man who has a living Soul is 


ordered to o abſtain from this Knowledge, and the i. 
niſhi- 
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niſhment of his Diſobedience (if he falls into it), or 
rather its natural Conſequence, is Death, the Death of 
the Soul, whoſe Life only ſubfiſts in the Simple, in 
what is of the ſame Nature with. it. To e this 
Tryal the ſtronger, a Serpent plays under this Tree 
and which in the ſame Manner, under an Appearance 
that has nothing terrible in it, carries Death wherever 
it goes. By this Self- love is repreſented to us, which, 
without having any thing that is frightful in its Ap» 
pearance, has underneath it every thing that we-ought 
to dread, and which readily ſets itſelf off with that 
Knowledge which the forbidden Free preſents it. 
This Serpent is more crafty than all the Beaſts of the 
Field: The Artifices of Self- Love are infinite, and 
go beyond any thing that can be ſuggeſted by Paſſions 
alone. Thoſe among Men of whom the Serpent is 
the Figure, thoſe who in the Profeſſion they have cha. 
ſen, and which makes them be thought better than 
common Men, are as bad and worſe than they. The 
Doctors and Leaders, who in their Corruption of Self 
love, the Love of their Corruption ſeems to animate. 
in a particular Manner, both for their own Deſtructi- 
on and that of others, have in the ſame Manner more 
Craft to accompliſh their Ends than ordinary and na- 
tural Men. The Enemy of Mankind may make uſe 
of them more effectually; they reaſon, and ſet forth 
the Tree, in mixing the True with the Falſe, as the 
Tree mixes the Good with the Evil, and by conver- 
ting in the ſame Manner Truth into Falſhood, they 
can ſecure againſt the Fear of Death thoſe who 
would taſte of the Fruit of the forbidden Tree, and 
they invite them to it. What, ſay they, ſhall Rea- 
ſoning and Knowledge, which make the Excellence 
of Man, be forbidden him? What, ſhall he prefer 
to them the — Sentiment, the Voice of Conſci- 
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ence, which we have 10 ofien POR: to err, and whiclr 

always errs if it is not enlighten'd by the Light of 
Reaſon? Simple Men, ſuffer yourſelves to be preſer- 

ved from this Fanaticiſm : Come, eat the Fruit of this 
Tree; it has the Virtue to open the Eyes, & to make 

Men clear-ſighted to conduct themſelves. Vou your- 
felves ſhall diſtinguiſh betw. Good & Evil; you ſhall 
do what the Divine Voice would do in you. You ſhall 
be made like the Divinity. Behold all thoſe who eat 
it and do not die. Come, loſe all Fear; eat of the 


Fruit of this Tree. Such is the Diſcourſe of the Ser- 


pent. Providence permits it, becauſe on him muſt 
fall the Weight of the Puniſhment, if Man by his 
Diſobedience incurs it; and *tis. to be feared: that 
ſomething like this may happen; that among ſuch 
who are called to be the People of God, * may 
be ſome who may be deceived by the Wiles of the 
Serpent, and deprived of the Enjoyment of Paradiſe. 
Will not Men be warned to guard againſt the Dif-- 
courſes of the Serpent? The Time to ſpeak to them 


and to let them ſee: his Wiles is come. 


- As the Myſtery of the Re-eſtabliſhment of "SUR 
diſe on Earth is unfolded, . that of Life and Death 
included in it muſt be unfolded; in the ſame Manner, 
as well as the Myſtery of the Serpent, who ſeeks to 
ſeduce Mankind, to which we muſt now return. 

Tou to whom, in the Deſigns Providence has on 
you, Life and Death are preſented; and who hardly 

e Attention to them, be awaken'd from your Slum- 


ber, and do not neglect the Knowledge of what muſt 


produce your good or evil Deſtiny, Know that the 
Death from whence you ought to guard yourſelf, and 
which the Serpent 15 capable of giving you, by per- 
ſuading you you ſhall not die, is a thouſand times 


more terrible than it appears at the Diſtance from 
5 whence 


* o 
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| whence you view it. It makes itſelf known to gvile 
Man, when the Soul is ſeparated from the Body, who 


Life buſied and fatisfied him. Then he learns that 


the Death of the Body was but an Image of it; that 
the real Death is what he has drawn upon himſelf, 
that which relates to the Soul, and makes itſelf felt 
by it in its Corruption, the Death which devours it; ; 
as theſe Worms which are an Image of inward Re- 
morſe deyour the Body. We are called to Life, and 
not to Death, to the Life of the Soul, which is the 
true Life of Man, and which in his corrupted State 
he is no more ſenſible of than that Death which is op- 
oſed to it. That. which we enjoy in our Bodies is an 
e of it, and the good Things which we taſte are 
an Image of thoſe which the Life cauſes Men to en- 
joy. In refuſing to know Good and Evil in their Di- 
verſity, in ceaſing to hearken to the Serpent both 
within and out of us, in refuſing to amuſe ourſelves 
with the Images to which forbidden Knowledge leads 
us, we acquire the real Goods that are ordained for the 
ſingle-hearted Man, who is led by the Inſtintꝭ within 
him, and the Enjoyment of them makes us ſenſible 
how good God is to his Creature, and what that Life 
is to which we are called. Let us turn towards that 
which preſents 1 it to us, and which makes the Centre 
of Paradiſe; towards the Tree of Life; this Tree, 
which without us is the Divine Wiſdom, and within 
us the Divine Inſtinct, The Divine Inſtinct is every 
Thing that is good for Man, and *tis for this Inſtinẽt 
that all the Wonders are reſerved by which God wall 
make himſelf known to. Men, and bring them back 
to his Fear, and to that Happineſs which is the Con- 
ſequence of it. How long then ſhall we ſuffer our- 
ſelves to be. ſeduced by the crafty. Diſcourſes of the 
Go to turn us aſide from Life, from * 
ence 
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dience due to the Voice of God, which preſents it to. 
us in the Bottom of our Hearts? The Serpent would 
render it ſuſpected by us, and magnifies the forbidden 
Fruit and the Tree which produces it, becauſe he 
nouriſhes himſelf, and grows fat under this Tree; and 
if Men no longer cat of it, he would be of no Uſe, 
and be put out of Paradiſe. _ : 
Let us leave this Monſter, much the more to be 


feared by ſome as he has Appearances ſo mild, and ſo 
very different from what he really is. Let us diſtruſt 


the Thoughts of our own Heart, which turns us aſide 
from Simplicity, and leads us after the Knowledge of 
what does not concern us, and what we are not princi- 


pally, and for the preſent, intereſted in. Let us not 


xearken to Men who are in this Spirit; thoſe who ſeek 


to engage us in vain Knowledge by ſpecious Reaſo- 
nings, and who, by dazzling us, only entangle us, as the 
ſhining Skin of the Serpent, marked with Nets, 


ought to teach us. Let us leave thoſe who are only 
Head and Belly, who have neither Feet to walk in 
the Way in which they would ſerve us as Guides, 
nor Hands to do the Works they recommend to us. 
By the Belly, which is their All, and to whichall their 
Snares relate, let us call to Mind the Curſe pro- 
nounced on the Serpent; let us call it to Mind, by 
Means of their Nouriſhment, by what they feed 
themſelves with, which at Bottom is but Duſt ; Words 
which have neither Reliſh nor Virtue, and which 
they produce to Infinity. By their knotty Diſcourſes, 
as well as by their Snares, they only ſeek to make us 
like themſelves, to make us take Knowledge for Rea- 
liry, and to make us reſt in the Conveniencies of Life 
as they reſt in them. Let us expect 5 — 

» ele- 


from thoſe who are made in this manner ; and, eſpe 
_ Clally, let us not hearken to their Reaſonings, when 


they 
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chey tend to make us ſuſpect what Conſcience ſays to 
us, who forbids us thoſe Things which Men would 
not forbid us, but which God in his Ways, and his 
Thoughts, always oppoſite to theirs, may ſee meet 
to forbid us. 5 | ets” Lets 
By the Serpent's Reaſoning with the firſt Man, and 
which the Enemy of God and Man inſpired him with, 
Sin entered into the World, and Man was made to 
rebel againſt him who had juſt created him, and who 
intended to make him happy. By this Means he loſt 
Paradiſe, which was planted for him, What an Idea 
ſhould this diſmal Event, in which we are all invol- 
ved, give us of Reaſonings in the Buſineſs of Religi- 
on, and of thoſe who frame them ; of thoſe who 
withdraw Men from the Obedience due to the Spiritof 
God, by inſpiring them with Doubts about the Reali- 
ty of what paſſes within them, and that under the 
Pretence that it is not likely that it ſhould be God 
that operates -it. It is not difficult to compr 
that what was at firſt productive of Sin is what conti- 
nues to produce it; that this is what makes this Rela- 
tion of Importance, and indeed every Thing that 
paſſes before our Eyes confirms it. Do not Men find 
Reaſon to do every Thing, and dare every Thing, to 
act againſt the moſt diſtinct Sentiments of their own 
Hearts, and the moſt preciſe Commands of God. 
If they want to be encouraged to do it, do not they 
find People ready for that End; Men of Ability, 
who make Profeſſion of removing the Difficulties 
which ariſe in themſeves, and to comfort them under 
the Agonies that Divine Juſtice ſends them, which 
had rather make itſelf known to them in Time than 
in Eternity? Do not they generally lead Men to 
diſtruſt the Interior, and what paſſes there, to miſ- 
take the Work and the Voice of God? God (who 
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on his mri is not wanting to come to the Affiſtance 
of ſeduced Man) is pleaſed to diſtinguiſh the Sedu- 
cers by what may make us know them, and have 
them in Averſion. Does not he permit that in the 


: 


Duties of Society, which is the firſt and the leaſt Ef- : 


fect of Religion, they ſhould be below rather than 
above the reſt of Mankind? Are they not thoſe who 


covet moſt after Honour, Riches, and Power, all that 


is moſt inconſiſtent with Faith in him whom they call 
Lord? And does not he on his Side difown them? 
Does he not hide from them the new Things which 


-every Teacher, inſtructed in what regards the King- 


dom of Heaven, brings out of his Treaſure, as well 


as thoſe Things which are old? And even thoſe, the 
old Things, which they have ſtored up, is it from him 


they hold them? And are theſe Things of a Nature 


to be treaſured up? Dogmas which ſet Bounds to the 


Empire of God, and extend that of Death almoſt over 
all Mankind, as well as thro all the Eternities which 
may ſucceed each other, which make the Will of 
God (of a God who at laſt will be found to be only 
Love) the Cauſe of a Deſtiny which would occaſion 
the everlaſting Deſpair of the far greater Number of 


Mankind? Do they honour God? Are they proper 


Perſons to lead Men to him, and make them love 
him? Have not they drawn thoſe Dogmas of Death 
from the Letter that kills, and of which ( in ſpite of 
the Warning given them on that Head) they have 
made themſelves Doctors? To make their oid Doc- 


2 trine laſt, and to ſhelter. themſelves from being re- 


ched with having nothing new, do they not be- 


2 orchand declare againſt every Thing that is new; and 
: this; like "ſenſeleſs People, they endeavour to 


"Bond the Spirit of God, and reject what muſt clear 


up the Obſcurity and Trouble which covers the Earth? i 
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| Joys different Opinions and 
they not quite invert Religion, and turn that to a 


not believe, by reducing them to their Dogmas there- 


: on, do they not. ſtill, like ſenſeleſs People, endeavour 
td encloſe within their Conceptions, within their nar- 
_ Capacities, the free and immenſe Truth? Do 


they not reduce what ſhould be the ſtrongeſt and moſt 
efficacious Thing in the World to what is neither inte- 
refting nor affecting ? to what, inſtead of. awakening 


Men from their Slumber, lays them more ſoundly a- 


ſleep ? By inſpiring Men with Hatred and Averſion 


for one another, by pity, them againft thoſe who 
ogmas from theirs, do 


Curſe which ought to be the Source of Salvation to all 


Men? Finally” the Perſecution of the Juſt, which is 


the higheſt Pitch of Diſorder; to whoſe Account i is it 


| to be placed? On what Race muſt fall ſo much inno- 


cent Blood as has been ſhed on the Earth? The Race 


which ſhall not come to an End till all that Providence 
has decreed for the Purification of the Juſt be accom- 


pliſhed. Neyer would Princes and Magiſtrates have 
run ſuch Lengths of Violence, if the Clergy, if thoſe 


of this Order, who are the Enemies of Truth, had 
not ſet them on, And it is certain that all the Evil 


Men have to fear from Seduction comes from thoſe, 
who, without having the Truth in their Hearts, have 


ket themſelves to diſcourſe about it, and to teach it to 
others for Gain; that is to ſay, to prophane the Truth 


made for the Heart, made to be accompliſhed, and 
Not for a Subject of Diſcourſe and Buſineſs. _ 
It is further true, that the deplorable State of Men, 


15 with relation to Religion; the State of Death, which 


by being the Bottom of ther Character is the Source 


di chew Milery, is principally the Work of thoſe who 
by letting Opinions above Sentiments, and Dogmas 
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above Conſcience, have ſet what is Human above 
What is Divine, and have rendered the Divine Truth, 

which alone can draw them out of their Miſery, ſuſ- 

pected and uſeleſs. All thoſe Things, and eſpecially 
the Capacity of turning Men aſide from the Truth, to 
whom it had made itſelf known in their Hearts, the 
Pliantneſs, which brings it about, renders thoſe Men 
Serpents who are devoted to it; it makes them Mon- 
ſters to be feared and avoided; and the Spirit of God 
confirms this Name on them, by applying it to thoſe 
who with a bad Heart had ſet themſelves up as the 
Teachers and Leaders of Men, and who are an exact 


Figure of thoſe who do the fame Things at this | 


Time. To the Name of Serpents, which he beſtows 
on them, he adds that of a Generation of Vipers 3 
which lets us ſee the Merit of thoſe who form them, 
and are as Fathers among them, and what Obligati- 
ons Men have to them. He declares them incapable 
of ſaying good Things, becauſe they themſelves are 
bad; and, by all his Reproaches on them, he com- 
pleatly inſtructs in what regards them. Good People, 
the Friends of Truth, who alone can ſpeak properly 
of it, and make it valued on Earth, ſeeing themſelves 
obſerved by thoſe Enemies of Truth, have taken Bye- 
ways; they have been careful not to go againſt ſuch 
or ſuch an eſtabliſhed Opinion, nor to claſh with this 
or the other eſtabliſned Article of Faith, and inſenſi- 
bly have contracted and enervated the Truth; and 
Truth enervated has ceaſed to animate them to bear 

Teſtimony to it. By little and little good People, 
ſeeing themſelves conſtantly oppoſed and croſſed by 

the Enemies of Truth, have ſuffered themſelves to be 
intimidated and filenced, and their Silence has anew 
Encouraged the Enemies of Truth to give themſelves 
a full Swing, and turn all into Opinions and Dogmas, 
% ; 4 5 : A "_- 3 and 
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and compleatly reduce Religion to nothing. From 
thence the Taſte of Men, which, in whatever is good, 
depends on Religion much more than they think, has 
ſunk lower and lower; till the Truths, the plaineſt 
and moſt agreeable to Religion, have ſeemed ſtrange 
to them, and ſurprized them. They are quite diſpo- 
ſed to prefer to Truth and Life, which are not to be 
had but at a certain Price, Illuſion and Science, which 
coſt them nothing; they readily take the Part of what 
does not diſturb them in the dead Life they lead. The 
Enemies of Truth have thought themſelves ſafe thro? 
this Diſpoſition of Men, into which they have led 
hem, and make their Game of them; they preſent 
them as Truths what is not falſe in itſelf, but which 
has no Relation to them in their preſent Condition, and 
is incapable of drawing them out of it; and they ſay, 
Is not this the Truth which we teach you? If Pro- 
vidence, in its Mercy, preſents to Men the Truth 
that is convenient for them, the Truth in its Power 
and Efficacy, theſe Enemies of Truth, by one Word 
which they pronounce upon it, by treating it as Fana- 
ticifm, turn it into Ridicule, and hinder it from ha» 
ving its Effect. 7 
Such has been hitherto the Craft of the. Serpent. 
Numberleſs Men have periſhed by hearkening to him; 
and even in the beſt of Times, in the Times we are 
entering on, we muſt expect nothing better on his 
Part; quite on the contrary. As Paradiſe ſhall flou- 
riſh again on the Earth, the Serpent, ordained to be 
the Trial in Paradiſe, ſhall recover new Vigour; and 
by ſo much the more ſhould we be on our Guard, and 
remember the Advices the Scripture gives us to pre- 
ſerve us from the Wiles of the Serpent; it teaches us 
that he will not change, that he will ſtop his Ears and 


not F hear the Voice of the Charmer. Theſe among 
N 2 | Men 


q 
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Men of whom the Serpent is a Fi *igure, have as much 


Capacity to preſerve themſelves in Evil as to keep o- 


thers in it, which is peculiar to falſe Ability; they 


oppoſe Knowledge and Reaſoning to the Warnings 


which are addreſſed to them by the Witneſſes of 


Fruth; and they can make themſelves inſenſible to 
all that has a Tendency to ſave them, to perſuade 
them from being hurtful; they will not hear the Voice 
af the Charmer, expert in charming, that of Jeſus 
_ Cbrift, when he addrefics them with Exhortations pro- 
ceedig immediately from his Spirit, and which would 
affect them were they capable of being affected. 


They have hardened others, and they are hardened in }. 


their Turns, to the End that they may fulfil the Scrip- 
ture, that they may fill up the Meaſure of their Fa- 
thers, and may not avoid the Wrath which muſt fall 
upon them, nor eſcape the Fire of Hell with which 
they are threatened. They are capable of affecting 
an Alteration, and in the Times when all Things are 
renewed. they ſhall be renewed alſo, and ſhall appear 
quite different in the Paradiſe that is about to be ope- 
ned; but tis only to inſinuate themſelves, and hurt 
anew, and tis then eſpecially that we ought to miſ- 
truſt them. Nature, if we attend to it on this Oc- 
caſion, gives us a particular Advice. The Serpent in 
the Spring caſts his Skin, but he does not loſe his Ve- 
nom; quite on the contrary. By this Alteration he is 
rendered more diſpoſed to do Miſchief. It is the 


{ame with thoſe whom the Serpent repreſents; in the 


Spring they leave their old Science, their ſuperannua- 
ted Doctrine, and conform themſelves to the Times, 
which require what is new, and preſent it to them 
as well as to all Men; but all the Renovation which 


may appear in them only tends to ſtrengthen the Po] 
er of Death in them no 1 it to the Late chat 


15 
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zs offered to them, and will not learn to be miſtraſtful” 


of Serpents. Let us obſerve the Advice that is 
given us: Let us be prudent like them; let us not 
ſuffer ourſelves to be charmed, to be lulled aſleep, by 
Diſcourſes which have that Tendency. This Pru- 
dence perfectly agrees with the Innocence of Doves ; 
with the Eye turned ſimply towards Good ; towards 
what ſtrengthens and nouriſhes us; toward the Taſk 
we have to perform. Thoſe Men eſpecially who are 
called to make War on the Serpent ought not to 


tun the Riſk of weakenirF themſelves and ſtrengthen- 


ing him, by hearkening to him, by preſerving thoſe 
Decencies towards him which he requires, and whict 


their Hearts diſavow. The Averſion which they feel 


againſt him comes to them from Providence, and they 
ought to let it have its Courſe. _ | 

The Woman that hates the Serpent, as the Ser- 
pent hates her, is the Church of Cbriſt, his true 
Church, which is made like him by Sufferings. 
The Enmity placed between her and the Serpent, and 
which has hitherto principally appeared on the Side of 


the Serpent, - ſhall at length break forth in its full 


Force, and ſhew itſelf allo on the Side of the Wo- 
man. The Witneſſes which ſhe begets in a great 
Number are the Seed armed againſt the Serpent, She 
is going to diſperſe them on. all Sides, as a Seed of 
Life oppoſed to that Seed of Death which the Ser- 
pent 85 on all Sides. The Spirit of Jeſus 
Chriſt in the Witneſſes of Truth ſhall at laſt bruiſe 
the Serpent's Head; it ſhall confound that Know- 
ledge which kills like a mortal Poiſon, and thoſe in 


whom it is found, thoſe who are nothing but Head: 
It ſhall caſt them headlong into Death, and deliver 

 . Mankind out of their Hands. The Serpent, of his 
Side, ſhall bruiſe the Heel of the Witneſſes of Truth; 


he 


a 
* 
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| he ſhall ſtir up againſt them a violent Perſecution, and 
make them loſe that Life of the Body by which they 55 


were related to the Earth. 


Thoſe juſt Men who labour for the Salvation of 
others arrive at this State by letting themſelves be 
formed by the Inſtinct, to which they entirely give X 


and their Teſtimonies, proceeding from this In- 


ſtinct, ſhall in Truth bring many to Righteouſneſs. 
They ſhall recommend to them what they themſelves 


perform, and by that Means be qualified to recom- 
mend it to them effectually, eſpecially ſhall they teach 
them to reverence the Divine Inſtinct, and they ſhall 
awaken it in them. Let us ſuffer it to be awakened 


in us, and let us encourage ourſelves to reſpect it, to 
the End that Providence, who may have Deſigns on 


us that we are ignorant of, may not find Difficulties 
to retard them. Let us turn towards this Inſtinct, 
and be fure to keep near it; let us feed on it as on a 
Tree of Life; and let us make it-the Centre of our 
Heart, which w1ll thus become a Paradiſe to us ; let 
all it produces come from this Centre, and let all tend 


to it; let us make no Doubt but the Inſtinct is divine 


in all it does, and that it has Life in View, tho* we 
may not be able to diſcover whereto it tends. Our 


Confidence in it would be but ſmall, if we were diſpo- 


fed to follow no farther than we ſee Where tis leading 
us. Let us not be impatient, tho* we do not at firſt 


ſee ali the Advantage that may ariſe from this Depen- 


dence ; and eſpecially let us not determine it by the 


Knowledge we are fond to have. The Divine Inſtince 


is the Way before it is the Truth, as it is the Truth 


before it is the Life. It is neither Truth nor Life for 
thoſe who will not acknowledge it for the Way, who 
do not begin there, and go on to the End; which is 
the Reaſon of all that Mif- that diſcourages 
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we don't ſee that this Tree has any Fruit, It is as if 
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the moſt Part of thoſe who ſet themſcheer to follow it, 
and makes them rebel againſt it. Let us not ſay that 


it had none; but it is more valuable by itſelf, by its 


Wood, than other Trees are by all the Fruit where- 


with they are loaded. Let us call to Mind that it diſ- 
dains Appearances ; that whatever draws the Attenti- 
on and Approbation of Men, it leaves to the Tree of 
Knowledge of Good and Evil, which the Serpent 

makes to be valued by that Means. The Tree of 
Life, once more J ſay, has its Virtue quite within, 


and 'tis by making Man inward, in the ſame Manner, 


by making him loſe Appearances, which are only for 
Time, that it gives him Life for Eternity. From 
this hidden Life ariſe, as from a new Principle, both 


they are very different, by the new Motive that pro- 


his Actions and his Diſcourſes. On the Outward they 
are near alike to his former ones, but in the Bottom 


duces them, and, as it were, changes their Nature. 


This is the Philoſopher s Stone, which turns into 


Gold the moſt common Metals; but which few Peo- 


ple diſcover. Thoſe who have found it out keep it - 


{ecret, and others deny there is a Stone of this Qua- 


lity, and by that Means make themſelves ealy i in not 
having it. 


Every Thing here takes its Value from what 46s 


mines it; nothing is valuable but becauſe God, who 
| produces i it, is both its End and Principle, Hons: that 
thereby it is conſecrated to Eternity. Man in this 


State cannot but let God act, and give his Conſent to 
it. He is the only Theatre, the Tem ple, where the 


Divine Wonders are manifeſted, the living Temple 


which the Divinity inhabits, and by this Means he 
comes up to the Deſign which God had in creating 


ns and is himſelf the greateſt of all Wonders. He | 
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